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BILLS (2) FIRST READING.

1, Merchant Shipping Act Appli¢ation
Act Amendment. )
2, Midland Railway.

‘Reecived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 811 p.m.

TRegislative  Fssembly,

Wednesday, 22nd October, 1919.

- PAGE
Questions ; Hamptoo Plaing, Woodlina cxtension ... 986
Justices of the Peace ... 985
Horse Purchases, Defenca Depa.rtment 085
Rallway Extension, Yuna-Mullewa .., 986
8elect Comumittee, State Children Department, ex-
fenhsion of time . 985
Leave of Absence ... . 985
Personal Explanation, incorrest dlvision ljst .. 986
Bills: Merchant Shipplng Appucat.lon Act. Amend- :
ment, 38, .., o . 985
Midland Rallway, 085
Prices Rey ulatlon Oom. report. 036

Road Districts, Com. T 988

Constitution Act Amendment (No 3 ), . . DBO
Annual Estimates, 1919-20 : Volm and Itema
discussed o 095

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p-m., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTION—HAMPTON PLATNS, W0OOD-
LINE EXTENSION,

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for
Mines: Has there been any application by
the woodline companies for permission to
run spur lines to, or near, the new finds at
Hampton Plams'i

The M_INISTER FOR MINES

replied:
No. :

QUESTION—IUSTICES OF THE PEACE,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the decision of both Houses of Par-
Yiament, will he consider the question of
wmhdmwmg all commissions of the pence,
with a view to an equitable distribution of
such commissions in the spirit of the Just-
ices Act Amendment Bill§

The PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION—HORSE PURCHASES,
DEFENCE DEPARTMENT.

Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: Will he
make representations to the Defence . De-

. the amendment moved by Mr,
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parfment to ensure that any horses required
for artillery or other purposes within this
State be purchased locally?®

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXTENSION,
YUNA-MULLEWA,

MATLEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has he given consideration to
the suggested extension of railway from
Yuna to Mullewa? 2, Ts he aware that thig
connection, if made, would obviate the haul-
age difficulties un the steep gradients of the
present Geraldton-Mullewa line? 3, What
area of land is it estimated the extension of
this railway would make- available for selee-
tion outside a 12-mile radius of present rail-
way facilities? 4. What area has been al-
ready alienated outside this radins?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,

No, but information will be obtained. 2,
No. 3, 132,560 aeres, 4, 21,440 acres.

Mr.

SELECT COMMITTEE, STATE CHILD-
REN AND CHARITIES DEPARTMENT,
Extension of Time.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [435]: 1
movg— ) :

That the time for bringing up the re-
port of the select committee be extended
for threes weeks. ; ‘

The, committee have gat on 2 good many oc-
casions and have taken a considerable
amount of evidenee, but we find that the
work still to be done will prevent us from
submitting our report in less” than threa
weeks from now.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Hardwick leave of ah-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Piesse
{Toodyay) on the gronud of ill-health.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Merchant Shipping Aet Application
Act Amendment.

2, Midland Railway.

Transmitted tn the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Further repert of Committee adepted.

PERSONAT, EXPLANATION— IN-
CORRECT DIVISION LIST
Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [440): I de-
sire to make a personal explanation, The
“‘Hansard?’? veport of the division taken on
Angwin in



986

Clause 222 of the Road Distriets Bill, ap-
pearing on page 931 of the current number
of ‘*Hanszard,”’ omits my name from the
ayes. I can ask the Colonial Secretary to
vouch for the fact that I took part in the
division. I have been informed that al-
though the ‘‘Hansard’’ report of the divi-
sion may be wrong, the ‘“Votes and Pro-
ceedings’’ are always right. However, the
same error has oecurred in the ‘‘Votes and
Proceedings. ** I should like to have the
error corrected.

Mr, SPEAKER [4.41]: The hon, member
drew my attention to the matter yesterday,
and T told him that the error would be
rectified.

BILT—ROAD DISTRICTS,
In Committee,
Resumed from the 16th Oetober.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill. .

Postponed Clange 86— Voting in absence:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In order
to meet the point raised by the member for
North-East Iremantle, I mové an amend-
ment—

That in Subelanse (1), line 11, after the
words ‘“or of any other distriet’’ there be
ingerted ‘‘or to any person whom the Min-
ister may appoint.’’

Of course there will be certain consequential
amendments.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The amendment
will gel over the difficulty to which I drew
attention, for we have throughout the State
a large number of postal vote officers whom
the Governor could appoint to take absent
votes under this Bill also. But before the
Bilt passes another plate, the Minister might
look into the guestion of providing that a
person who resides outside the distance pro-
vided in the Bill, or & person who is disabled
by sickness, may apply to have a postal vote
sent to him. This eourse might obviate the
appointment of a large aumber of postal
vote offiecrs in road districts. Only large
areas are affected.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I will
ecrtainly lock into the matter, as the hon.
memnber suggests, The wmember for South
Fremantle, the other night, was a little doubt-
ful as to the meaning of the word ¢ writing,*’
If he will turn to the Interpretation Act he
will find that the difficeity he fears is non-
existent,

Mr. ROCKE: T am glad thé Minister has
called attention to the provision in the Inter-
pretation Act. Aceording to that, a recent
election held in the Fremantle distriet could
be upset. Apparently the retnrning officer
concerned knew nothing whatever about the
provision in the 'I[pterpl-ctation Act.

Mr., MALEY: The ' cénduet permitted
under the existing Aet has bebn nothing
short of scandalous, [ -shonld like to sée a
provigion inserted preseribing that any rate-
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payer requiring a. vote in ahsence shall ohb-
tain in writing the approval of the returning
officer. In the past any justice of the peace
has heen required to issue a postal vote to
any ratepayer whe demanded it. If the pro-
vision I suggest were inserled, it would over-
eonig & very serious o‘bgectwn to the prin-
cipie of voting in absence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I have
said, the point will be ecarefully gone into.
When the regulations are being framed we
ghall endeavour to provide against the ir-
regularities that have ocecurred in the past.
We propose to have a new form for the
ballot papers and on this the provisions
will be shown,

Mr. MALEY: The Act provides that the
returning officer shall preseribe the forms
for the clection. e could take them around
himself, or he could employ any road hoard
official to fake them round,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He could not do that.
under this clante,

‘The Minister for Works:
all be numbered.

These forms will

Amendment put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: In Suobclause (2) of
the same clavse it will be neeessary to have
consequpr.t.lal amendments made.

_The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the consequential amendments
neeéssary to give foree, to the previous
amendment be made.

Question put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: That motien will hpply
to Subelauses (3), (4}, (5), (6), (7), (9),
and (12).

Mr. WILLCOCK: Subclawse (6) provides
that every ballot paper shall bear a distinet
number. Will not that allow of any paper
keing traced by an interested party? )

The Minister for Works: How eould he
get hold of them$

Mr. WILLCOCK: A candidate would have
a scrutineer present and that semitineer
could trace the numbers. In the event of an
eloctor having for a consideration agreed to
vote in a certain direetion, the candidate in-
terested eounld instruct his.serutineer to watech
for that glector’s ballot paper. There wonld
be no secrecy about the ballot, The ballot
papers should not be identifiable.

- The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: In theory,
what the hon. member suggests conld be done,
but in actual practice it counld not. The
serutineer could see the ballot paper, cer-
tainly, but he could not trace from whick
distriét it'came, nor would he have time to
nofe the numbers. Fven if he did, it iz un-
thinkable that he wounld bé able to go to tha
officer who issued the ballot paper and get
him to show the counterfeil, in order that
the neecessary search might be-made. I do
not think theré is any possibility of infringe-
ment of the secrecy of the ballot, The num-
bers are necessary to permlt of the tracing
of the issue of ballot papers in case of any
question ansmg as’ to_ the valxdlty of the
election,
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Mr. MALEY: Is it intended to issue to
‘each ratepayer who wants to vote in ab-
sen¢e an individual paper for each vote that
ratepa.yer possesses? If this were dome it
‘would in some measure protect the secreey
‘of the ballot.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It most
he remembered that the system is not yet in
proper form. I ean assure the hon, member
that every precantion will be taken to see
that there is ne lLanky-panky. ‘The regula-
tions will be submitted to the road board
exeentive and to such persons as may he able
to give advice. There will be no attempt
made to interfere with anyt]nng but past
ahuses.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am not yet satisfied,
On these postal vote slips a definite namber
ig to be printed which will make them ideénti-
fiable, I objeet to numbers on a ballot paper,
There are no numbers on parliamentary bal-
lot papers and there should be none on road
board ballet papers.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
difference it makes.

The Minister for Works:
Geraldton said ‘‘for a consideration,”’

Hen, W. C. ANGWIN Then that would
be bribery, and it’ would sefve the man
jolly well right if he ‘was foond out, I do
not care if every ballot paper is marked.
We want to stop the pernicioms practice of
justices going from door to door for votes.
The other point does not matter a hang I
remember that years agd, when standing for
a seat in a municipal eouncil, T had g ma-
jority of the votes béfore eIect]on day. That
dould not happen now. At the predent time,
we- find justices of the peace, among them
land and estate dgents, going around trying
to get a particular candidate inte a council
i, order to block certain things which are
for the benefit of the residents. This ¢lanse
will prevent that sort of thing.

Mr. PICKERING: It is quite necessary lo
nuiber the ballot papers, otherwise there
would be no check on the number of ballot
papers issued, and a dishenest person might
issue them improperly.- .

I cannot see what

Clause as amended put 'and passed.

Clause 155—Allotments shown on plans
not to be farther subdivided without ‘con-
sent of bLoard:— o

The MINISTER FOR WORKS~ 1 move
an amendment— - .

That in ‘lines 2 and 3 the words

‘‘whether such plan has been ‘approved

* beforé or after the comménceniont of this

+ Aet’? be struck out, with a view to in-
sérting other words.

Last weelk I agreed to poatpone th1s clanss
in order to meet the objections raised and,
if the words are struck out,.T intend to
‘move three hgw s-lbc.lauses wh1ch will over-
coma the diffienlty. .

Mr. THOMSON: ~ The proposed new sub-
¢lauses do not appear on the Notice Paper.
“The clause as drafted would be qulte satls
factory. :

The member for
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Mr. Rocke: You did not hear the debate.

Mr, THOMBON: I regret that I did not,
but I have atteided- meetings of the Road
Boards Association

The Minister for Worls: The Road Boards
Asgsociation approve of this, -

Mr. THOMSON: T prefer the clause as it
stands.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
an ainendment—

That the following subclauses be -added:
—¥(8) Any ratepayer may, within 14
days from the approval by the board of
any further subdivision as aforesaid, ap-
peal to the Minister against the granting
by the board of its consent and, if the
appeal is allowed, the Minister may annul
the consent. of the board. (4) Notice of
every appeal and of the time and plave
appointed by the Minister for the hearing
shall be given by the appeliant to the
board ‘and the board shall be entitled to
be represented on the hearing of the
appeal. (5) Every appellant shall deposit
with the Minister the sum of £5, to
be forfeited to His Majesty if the ap-
peal is dismissed, or returned to the ap-

. pellant if the a,ppeal is allowed.’’

Mr. PICKERING: Stiould not there be &
time -1imit for the notice of appeal? A sim-
‘ilar’ provision appears in other parts of the
pieasnre,

‘The Minister for Werks: Provision- is
nade for any ratepayer to appeal within 14
days

Mr. PICKERING: The diffieulty is that

we have not the amenﬂment before us in
"print. ’
Hon., W C ANGWIN: The amendmeng
ig a great improvement on the clause, es-
pecially ag-it will empower any ratepayer
to appeal if he considers it is in the mterests
of the public heaith to do so. Last evening
T reccived a letter, dated 21st October, from
a gentleman -in Perth, who knows the posi-
tion  thoroughly, pomtmg out that during
the last two days a person who owned two lots
‘each of 40ft. frontage in the city of Perth
had divided them into three blecks each, hav-
ing a frontage of 26ft. 8in. and that the
plan of subdivision was approved a few
days age by the Perth City Councit and
lodged in the Titles Office. Also, within the
last 10 or 12 ‘days, a person -had sold the
back portion of ]us tand having a frontage
only to a rwht-nf “Way and not to a street,

The Mmlster for Works:- What were the
‘Perth City Council doing?

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: The city counell
have no power under -the Munieipal OCor-
poratmm Aet to prevent it. I have made
provision for it in my amending Bill. This
ghows thie necessity for such legislation fo
_prevent the ogcurrence -of slum copditions.

‘Mr. THOMSON: T hope the member for
North-East Fremantle is torrect in his state-
-ment, but I fear the amendment will not
give tueh relief. It is'damhable that in a

I move
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State like this, where there is so much land,
blocks are being eut up with a frontage
of only 26ft. This sort of thing mmust lead
to sluma. -

The Minister for Works:
in places now. .

Mr. THOMSON: TUnfortunately we have,

Mr. Rocke: We have them in Fremantle
worse than in London.

Mr. THOMSON: I-would not go so far as
that, but it is a pity that we have slums
in a new gountry.

Mr, Green: Did you read the Fremantle
¢‘Herald’s’’ exposure of the slums of F're-
. mantlet

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have not lived
in Fremantle long enough to know anything
about the place.

Mr. THOMSON: Wa should prohibit any
land, having less than 6fift. frontage,
being subdivided for residential purposes.
That standard should be set up in this Bill
I have long been connected with road boards
and sometimes, unfortunately, members of
those hoards are interested in subdivisions,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I refer
the hon, member to the second schedule of
the Will, paragraph 2—-*‘Plans of buildings
to be approved by the board.’’ Portion of
that paragraph reads—

It shall be unlawful for the board to ap-
prove of any plan which does not show
that every proposed building intended to
be or capable of being used as a dwelling-
house will have in the rear or on oune side
thereof an open apace, exclusively beleng-
ing thereto,. of the following extent,
namely, an arvea equal in width to the full
width of that allotted to the building, and
of a depth of at least 20 feet, and that the
area of such building and open space will
together be not less than the area for the
time being fixed by proclamation as the
minimum area to be allotted to any build-
ing in the loecality (defined in the pro-
clamation) in which such building is to be
erected, No building shall be commenced
entil a plan and specification thereof shall
have been laid before and approved by the
board in manner aforesaid, and no build-
ing shall, without the consent of the board,
be erected or constructed otherwise than
in accordance with such plan and specifi-
cation.

Mr, Thomson: Are these regulations man-
datory upon every road board, or can they
be brought into existence as required?t

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T think
that the hon. member will find that the Biil
will be all right.

Mr. MULLANY: It appears to me that
thia gives very little encouragement to any
ratepayer to appeal to the Minister, There
may be reasonable grounds for rﬁaking an
appeal which the Minister would be inelined
to accept. I think this should be left to the
diseretion of the Minister, . :

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I do not
object to .this being left to the discretion of
‘the Minister, and with .the permission of
the Committee, I will substitute the words

We have them
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‘‘which may’’ for the words ““to be.”’ The
sybelause will then read:—¢¢(5) Every ap-
pellant shall deposit with the Minister the
gum of £5 which may be forfeited to His
Majesty if the appeal is dismissed, or re-
turned to the appellant if the appeal is al-
lowed.”’

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Perhaps an amendment
could be .moved to provide for amy appeal
which may be frivolous,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
left to the diseretion of the Minister.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Schedule 1—agreed to.
Schedule’ 2:

Mr. THOMSON: What is the position im
regard to paragraph 2 of this schednle?
Would it be compulsory upon roads boards
to abide by these building regulations, or are
these to be part and parcel of the Aet?

The Minister for Works: They would be
part and parcel of the Act or they would
not be here,

Mr. THOMSON: Must everyone in future,
who is erecting a building in s road board
distriet, submit his plans and have a suffi-
cient area of land surrounding such build-
ing? -

Mr. MALEY: What will be the qualifica-
tions required in a surveyor in this connec-
tion? Must he be a huilding surveyor?
_Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Paragraph (1) of
the regulations says that these are not part
of the Aet, but will only be adopted as the
road boards think necessary. When it is
necessary to bring them into operation this
will be done. In some districts it is not neces-
sary that this should be done. If the build-
ing bylaws had been put into operation
many years age by the local authorities,
peaple would not have beem able to put up
the make-shift homes they did but which

have sinee grown into comfortable 'resi-
dences.
8ir H. B, LEFROY:  Under Clause

20 of the Bill these regulations will only
apply to such districts as the Governor in
Council may make them applicable.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That means at the
request of the road boardf
Sir H. B, LEFROY:

this is so. .

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: The
pesition as aset forth by the member for
Moore is the correct position. Until Clause
201 is carried into effeet the regulations do
not apply. The road beards throughout the
country must set it in motion, and the Gov-
:rnqr in Counecil will then deal with the mat-
er.

Mr, THOMSON: The Minister stated that
these regulations would apply, and the mem-

I take it that

‘ber for Moore has pointed out that they

would only apply if the board wished them
to do so. '

The Minister for Works: You were so in-
volved that I misunderstood you,
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Myr. THOMSON: I want to compel every
road board to abide by these regulations. It
is a crime that we should permit, in any por-
tion of the State, houses to be built close to
each other as is the case in the metropolitan
arga, To-day what may only be a read board
centre may in time to come be a large city.
If we cannot do anything now to make these
regulations compulsory, perhaps something
can be done in another place. ’

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I hate never
known a man engaged in building who has
not always endeavoured to bring -about ecom-
pulsion so far as building regulations are
concerned. Architects are just as bad. The
Bill ag it stands is correct. If members of
road boards are of opinion that the district
is advancing te sueh an extent that it is
necessary to adopt by-laws such as these,
they can frame them, The area is limited
under the Bill. The Minister has just in-
gsorted a clause to provide that an aren shall
not be re-subdivided without the sonsent of
the board and without giving the ratepayer
the opportunity . of objecting..

Mr. Thomson:
Hmited ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: To half an acre.
The Minister has just stated that to assist
the road hoards it-is proposed to draftmodel
by-laws and the road boards will be given
an opportunity of adopting those by-laws, if
they so desire. Then under Clause 159 power
is given to the local boards to malke by-luws
independently of the model by-laws.

Mr. PICKERING: The second paragraph

of the second schedule requires some expla- °

nation. Tt says, ‘‘and it shall be unlawful
for the board to approve of any plan which
does not show that every proposed building
intended to be or capable of being used as
@ dwelling house will have in the rear or on
one side thereof an open space exclusively
Yelonging thereto, of the following extent,
namely, an area equal in width to the full
width of that allotted to the building and of
a depth of at least 20 feet.”’ Wil the Min-
ister explain what that means?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think it iz necessary to attempt to explain
the paragraph which has been guoted to the
member for Susséx, who iz a professional
architeet. I should say that if a building
was 36 feet wide there would have to be
provided an open space 20 feet By 36 feet.

On motion by the Minister for Works the
Scheduic was amended by the insertion of
the following paragraph to stand as para-
graph (j)—''The numbering of houses.”’

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.
Third schedule :

Mr. ROCKE: T would like to call atten-
tion to something which I think needs to be
tectified. It is provided, in connection with
orders for possession or sale of land, that
o application shall be made until the ex-
piry of three months after a notice of in-
tention to make the application has been
 griven by the board. What is the meaning

To what extent are they
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of the words ‘“has been given.”’ The hoard
way not be able to trace & person. Would
it not be sufficient if a notice were posted on
the property?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think that would quite fill the Bill. The
schedule states that no application for order
for possession shall be made until the ex-
piration of three months after the notiee of
intention to meke the application has been
given by the board to every person appear-
ing, on search in the office of titles or re.
gistry of deeds, to have any interest in the
land. That should be quite clear. If there
should be a mortgage on the land, the notiee
would go to the mortgagee.

Mr. ROCKE: 1 do not'see- how & notice
can be ‘given if the address of a person is
not known. A person may be away from
the State. Provigion should be made for
notice to be sent by registered - post and
proof of that could then be aceepted that
notice had been given.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Clause
343 deals with service of documents on owa-
ers and oecupiers of land, and it provides
that when any document iz required to be
served ¢n an owner or occupier whose name
or address is not known or who is absent
from the State, the document may be served
by placing it on some conspicuoua part of
the premises -referred to, That will meet
the hon. member’s objection.

Schedule put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with.amendments.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 8).

Becond Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P.
Draper—West Perth) [5.0]: The object of

_the Bill is to ameénd the Constitution Act,

and it deals with six subjects. The first one
relates to making women eligible to become
members of Parliament. Clauses 1 and 2 re-
late to this, The second matter referred
to in Claugses 3 and 4 deals with the
franehise of the. Upper House. The third
matter, dealt with in Clause 5, relates to
the disqualification imposed wpon members
of Parliament as regards contracts with
agents of the Crown. Tha fourth matter
of thig Bill i3 to abolish the necessity for a
Minister, upon appeintmént as such, seeking
re-clection. Clause 6 deals with that. The
fifth object of the Bill relates to the power
of the Legislative Council to amend Billa
sent to that Hounse by the Legisiative Assem-
bly for acquiescence. The last clause of the
Bill deals with an automatic prolongation of
the life of Parliament for a few ng_vm]kg
regards the first object of the Bill, upon the
question of removing the disqualification now
imposed upon women from sitting insParlia-
nent, no long discussion, I think, is neces-
sary. In other countries the disqualification
has been removed, as some recognition of the
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part which women have played during the
last four or five years, during the critieal
times of ‘the war. I confidently expect that
this amendment of the Constitution Act will
be passed without opposition. As regards the
next amendment, dealing with the franchise
for the Upper House, I am not going to pro-
fess for one moment that it broadens the
franchise; but Clanse 3 provides the subati-
tution of a new paragraph for the pre-
gent paragraph (2) of Section 15 of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1899, One
of the qualifications for a vote for a provines
under the existing Act ia being & householder
within the provinee and oeeupying any dwel-
ling honse of the fair annual value of £17.
A great deal of friction and uncertainty,
and I think a good deal of heartburning, has
heen ocecasioned, especially on the goldfields,
by reason of persons thinking they have a
right to vote, and making claims to vote,
under that qualification. Sometimes thoe
claims have been rejected; and sometimea
such persons havé got upon the register and
have voted, and then, I understand, have
been prosécuted for doing so. Every time an
election oeeurs, and espeeially upon the gold-
fields, frietion arises wnder this provisiom. I
have endeavoured by Clause 3 of the Bill to
make the matter clear, and to remove at any
rate this ambiguity. If the clause passes,
the question of rates and taxes need not be
taken into comsideration at all. Voters are
constantly asking the Chief Eleetoral Officer
and returning officers what i3 the meaning of
“felear annual value.’”’” While lawyers ean

answer that question, the general public.

seem to have very little idea on the subject.

Mr., Mungie: I have never knowm two
lawyers to give the same opinion on that
question yet. -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The result
has been hopeless confusion. *‘Clear annual
value’’ to my mind means the valué after de-
ducting ountgoings, such as rates and taxes.

That is the general interpretation of the

plirase.
the valve

Therefdre, “if
qilite

‘one . caléulates
irrespective of rates
and taxes, all' ambiguity on that ac-
count is removed. But there iz an-
other difficulty. T believe question have
arisen—I do not know why—as to peoplo
being required fo have been im the occupa-
tion of the premises for a year or there-
abouts. In order to get at the actoal value
of premiges, it is caleulated on the basis of
6s. 6d. per week. If any hon. member likes
to do a small arithmetical swm, he will find
‘there ias not very much difference between
this and £17 a year. ‘

Mr. Mungie: What abéut the man who
resides in a house of his own? How iz he
going to value the lLonse?

The ATFTORNEY GENERAL: I am deal-
ing only with the amendmient of the house-
hold franehise, and have not touched any
other qualification. The paragraph proposed
by thig clanse, in place of the existing para-
graph, reads— .

Is an inhabitant oceupier as tenant of a
dwelling house within the provinee.
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The new paragraph .goes on to define, for the
purposes of. this qualification, what a dwell-
ing house is; and I think the words used will
probably be familiar to the leader of the Op-
position—
+ {a) The term ‘‘dwelling house’’ mesgng
any stru¢ture of a permanent character,
being a fixture to the soil, which is ordin-
arily capable of being used for human
habitation, and in respeet whereof the oc-
cupier ig liable for and pays a rent at the
rate of not less than 9s. 6d4. per week, ir-
respective of rates and taxes,
The essentials are that it must be of a per-
manent character and must be a fixture to
the soil.
The term ineludes part of a building when
that part is separately occupied as a dwel-
ling: Provided that when a dwelling-houss
is only part of a building, and any other
part thereof is in the occupation as a dwel-
ling of some person other than the oceu-
pier of the first-mentioned part, such first-
mentioned part shall not be a dwelling-
house within the meaning. of this section,
unless it is strueturally severed from such
other part of the building, and there is no
direet meavs of access between anch parts.
That consideration will often occur in
buildings, - But a very simple example of
what would be included in this new para-
graph is the flat, Flats have no direct means
of access between them, and their structure
is severed in that sense, although they may
be part of one building, The new paragraph
proceeds— .
(b) No person shall be qualified by rea-
son of being a joint occupier of a dwelling-
house. {¢}) Where a person inhabits a
dwelling-house by virtue of any office, ser:
vice, or- employment, and the dwelling-
house is not.inhabited by anyone under
whom such person serves such office, ser-
viee, or- employment, such person shall be
deemed to be an inhabitant oceupier of
such dwelling-house -2s a tenant. ‘
As an instance of this among ‘many others,
let us take a house on o mine. It may have
been built for the manager, or some other
official of the mine. But it belongs to -the
mining company, fhough it is oecupied by
sémeone by virtue of his gervice or
employment. He pays no rent for it; he
occupies it by virtne of his office.  This
amendment would admit such 2 person to
be qualified as a householder to vote for the
Legislative Couneil.
Mr. Jones: Who would velue the house if
the tenant was paying no rent?¥
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'I do not
think the question of a valuation of 6a. 6d.
per week wonld trouble anybody very much.
There are very few houges of a permanent
nature which are noet worth 6a, 6d. per
week, In faet, T venture to suggest that
this franchise, if adopted, will really admit
anyhody who is permanently residing in
thie State and is 2 householder of any des-
eription, B
Mr. Imtey: The same thing was said about
the last qualification of £17. |
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In trying
to meet that, I have brought in this provision.

Mr. Willecock: Why have a restricted value
at all?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I suggest
we can (eal with that question in the Com-
mittes stage.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: A goldfields resident
might have a house worth s, 6d. per week,
without owning the land on which the house
was built.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am quite
willing to consider technical objections at
the next stage of the Bill. Then there is
another extension of the franehise, which is
being brought ahout in view of the fact that
many returned soldiers have found themselves
disfranchised for the Legislative Counecil. It
is hard to diseriminate between those returned
soldiers who have been disfranchised and
those who have mot. An Aet was passed
in 1917 providing that any elector for the
Legislative Assembly should be deemed to
econtinue to live in the electoral distriet in
which he was registered when appointed an
officer or enlisting as a member of the naval
or military forees. As regards the Legislative
Council, however, the qualification of resi-
denee was retained so long as the. wife or
the family of a soldier absent on aetive ser-
vige remained in occupation of the house in
respect of which the soldier was entitled to
registration. That, however, dces not affect
any other qualification which he might have
had. Many of the returned -soldiers, as 1
say, have already lost previous qualifications
on which they were entitled to vote.

Mr. Willcock: But it does not give a re-
torned scldier a vote just because he was a
soldier,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, but
this clause will, whether he has the qualifiea-
tion or not.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Whether he ileft
Western Australia or not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If ‘he  has
served in the forees in the recent war,

" Hon. W. C. Apgwin: But he could have
served here!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The next
provigion deals with the question of contraets
by members of Parliament. Jt i8 a matter
which I desire hon. members to study closely
for themselves. I will endeavour te give
them references to some of the Aets which it
will be necessary to deal with. The only
exceptions at present to our coatracts dis-
qualifying members of Parliament are those
relating to the occupation of Crown lands,
and thoge where a member of Parliament is
a shareholder in a company of more than 20
members. When this disqualifiecation was
originally imposed, long before Western
Australia wag thought of as a civilised eonn-
try with a aeperate government and conati-
tutional praetice, it was imposed, of course,
to prevent a eontractor for public workas, by
reason of political influence obtaining con
tracts from the Government.. That principle
is perfectly sound, and I am mot suggesting
for a moment to inerease the number of
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execeptions where it is a direet con-
tract by the member with the Crown as
such. But the difficulty arises in this State
owing to the number of agencies which have
arisen—I c¢all them agencies—agencies of
the Crown, dealing with 2all maunner of
things quite outside the ordivary scope of
government a8 it was understoed when
the Comstitution Act was passed, - It is a
difficult matter to bring in an amendment of
this kind, which will preserve the necessary
safeguards of Parliament, and which also
will be founded upon some definite principle.
I have endeavoured to disregard all cases
of individwals, and I am confining the in-
stances generally to contracts not made with
the Crown direct, but made in the ordinary
course of Lusiness with separate corpora-
tions, with corporate bodies which in a sense
are ggenciea of the Crown. If hon. members
will look at Sections 32 and 34 of the Con-
gtitution Act of 1899, they will see that any
person who directly or indirectly, himself or
by an Agent, for his benefit executes or en-
joys in whole or in part any contract with
the Government or its agent, or the person
who acts for the Government, he is disquali-
fied from holding a seat in this .Assembly.
Those words are very wide indeed, It is

‘difficult to say what they will not cover, and

the difficulty that I see is in deciding clearly
what is an agency of the Crown. If all these
bodjes which have been made corporate
bodiex ware regarded as agents of the Crown
for the purpose of this' Act, I have n¢ hesi-

-tation in saying that s member of Parlia-

ment could not live in this Stale in the
ordinary way at all. FEverywhere one goes
one comes across State dgencies providing
the ordinary’ machinery and requisites of
civilised life, and if this wide interpreta-
tion is to be put upon Sections 32 and 34
of the Constitation Act, then life in Parlin-
ment becomes impossible.

Mr. Willcock: One could not have an
agreement with the State sawmills.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not on the
wider definition, Thers must be no doubt
about it: wé require to make it perfectly
clear what we can do. Bear this in mind,

and look at Sections 32 and 34, and it will

be soen there is 8 grave necessity for mak-
ing the position perfectly clear. The point
is not being raised for the first time in Par-
lament. T wag looking at some’ debates of
another place the other day, and I find the
question was there raised by Mr. M. L. Moss
some years ago. I am not certain that it
did not get to & select committee. How-
ever, ‘there is some valuable information to
be obtained from the report of that debate.
Perhaps owing to the lateness of the session
the proposal, while it was zreceivel with
favour, did not get beyond the Legislative
Council. As an instance of what may be
clagged as agencies of the Crown, take the
Commissioner of Railways. He ia said to be
an agent of the Crown. He was made a
separate corporation by the Railways Aet of
1904. And the Commissioner of Railways,
of course, also governs the Tramways Act,
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and has eontrol of the supply of electricity
ag well. If the Commissioner of Railways
is an agent for the Crown, no member of
Parliament ean contract with him. And,
while we all have our pasges, the question
arises whether we could consign goods. Be-
cause a contract for thg consignment of
goods by railway is a contract from which
one derives some benefit, and is mads for
one’s benefit; otherwise one would not enter
into it. If we are going to include under
the word ‘‘agent’’ a’ corporation of this
kind it will be impossible for a member to
remain in Parliament.

+ Mr. Rocke: He could not buy a railway
ticket for his wife,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If hon.
members will read the words of the seetions
referred to they will see that they are ex-
ceedingly wide. Of course it is not likely
that a court would construe-the words in
their widest interpretation if the court
could help it, but the court might be forced
to accept such construction, and it is time
these provisions were put right, Quite a lot
of institutionms are controlled by personal
bodies charged in a ¢orpornte capaecity. Take
the Agricultural Bank, which.is governed
by trustees. The trustees are a eorporation.
Members will see that in Sections 5 and 6
of the Act of 1906. Take, again, the Fre-
lantle Harbour Trust, which is governed by
the Act No, 17 of 1902, I am not giving
this as an important instance, but the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust is a separate body
and should be regarded as an agency of the
kind T have been deseribing. The Fremantle
Harbour Trust has power, amongst other
things, to sell goods, and make o profit. I
only mention this as an illustration. I do
not regard the Fremantle Herbour Trust as
of very much importance in this respect, but
I am showing it as one of the so-called
agencies of the Crown which might be
covered hy Sections 32 and 34. Besides the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, we have the
Bunbury Harbour Board. The powers of
that board are very similar to those of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust and its constitu-
tion is the same. Take, again, the Conserva-
tor of Forests. He is a corporate body,
-ereated last session.

Hon. Wi C. Angwin: One of the bloomers
we made. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The con-
servator of Forests may be said to be g
Crown agency, and has power to make cer-
tain contracts. Take, again, the soldier set-
tlement beard, also a corporation. Hom.
members will see that in Seetion 5 of Act
No. 9 of 1019, the beard has power in cer-
tain cases to make certain contracts, The
board has mo power to purchase land, but it
has power to make minor eontracts. They
are not of great importance; perhaps Sec-
tion 13 contains the only one worthy of con-
gidaration.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
afford a good illustration. -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am com-
ing to that. Take the Industries Assistance

Water supplies
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Board, That is a corporation by Section 4
of the Aet which can certainly be regarded
as an agency of the Crown. T need not tell
hon, members what is the kind of contract
the Industries Assistance Board makes. The
Minister for Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage is made a corporntion under Seec-
tions 5 and 8 of No. 43 of 1909, e controls
not only that Aet but the Water Supply
Act of 1893, the Goldfields Water Supply
Act of 1902, the Water Boards Act of 1904,
and the Rights in Water and Trrigation
Act of 1914, He also controls other Acts
which I will not just now mention,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Before tea
I was dealing with the wvarious bodies in-
corporated which might- be tegarded ag
agencies of the Crown, and I pointed out
that the Minister for Water Supply, Sewer-
age, and Drainage is expressly made 2 corpora-
tion for the purpose of controlling, not only
the Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Act, but also certain other Aets. The prin-
eipal econtracts under the Acts over whieh
the Minister for Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage has control are contracts for
the supply of water. I am not referring to
rates; I am not suggesting that the water
supply, for which there iz an ordinary rat-
ing allowance, ia a contraet within the Con-
stitution Aet. The most one ecan say of
that is that it is a statutory contract. In
addition to the ordinary supply of water on
the payment of rates, all these Acts contain
provisions for the supply of water under
agreement, subject to the conditions of such
agreement. If members care to look at the
Acts they will see that Sections 38, 43, 61

‘and 99 of the Metropolitan Water Supply

Sewerage and Drainage Act, 1909; Section
3 of the Water Supply Act: 1893; Sections
28 and 38 of the Goldficlds Water Supply
Act 1902; Sections 57 and 58 of the Water
Boards Act 1904; and Sections 16 and 42,
Subsection 2 of the Rights in Water and ILrri-
gation Act 1914 all provide for contracts of
the nature which I have mentioned, Now
we come to what is'a very important part of
this subject, and a part which is constantly
increaging namely, the State trading con-
cerns, These are all incorporated under Soc-
tion 6 of Act No, 12 of 1917, All these State
trading concerns make contracts in the or-
dinary course of business for the supply of
goods and material or the vendering of ser-
vices which occur every day in the ordin-
ary course of life, At the present time, we
have incorporated as Btate trading eon-

-cerns, the Govermment saw milly, the brick

works, the implement works, the quarries,
the State steamships, the State hotels, ship-
ment of North-West cattle, and State fer-
ries. There is aleo another State trading
concern, the Wyndham meat works, which ias
incorperated wnder Act No. 16 of 1918, It
seems to me ridievlons, by any implication or
copstruction of law, that a member of Par.
liament should be prevented from purchas-
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ing timber from the State saw mills, or
bricks from the State brick works; or from
buying agricultural machinery from the State
jmplement works, or from buying stons from
the State quarries, or from taking a passage
by a State steamship, or making a’ contract
for freight for his cattle or produce. There
is also another eontract which might be made
by anybody. Suppose a person stayed at a
State hotel for a week; thaf is a countract.
I might also mention the State ferries. A
eonfract, of course, does not necessarily have
to be in writing. A majority of the contracts
in the course of business are verbal, and it
makes no difference whether the contract is
verbal or in writing, so far as the purposes
we are dealing with are concerned. The ex-
ceptions at present in the Act are contracts
in respact of leases, or licenses or in respeet
of the sale of Crown lands. This ig the only
definite exception mentioned in the Congti-
tution, and then we have the provision about
being a shareholder in a eompany with more
than 20 members. The additional exceptions
which I propose to include do not apply to
any direet contract with the Crown, and they
do not-apply to any contract, no matter with
whom such contract is made, whether a
Government ageney or not, for the construc-
tion of a public work. That I have expressly
kept out of the excepticns, because the con-
struetion of public worke was really the foun-
dation of this disqualification originally.
Clause 5 of the Bill simply provides that
to Section 35 of the Constitution Aet Amend-
ment Act 1899, which deals with one ex-
ception T have mentioned, shall be added,
“fnor to any contract or agreement, not be-
ing a contract for the construetion of any
public work within the meaning of the Pub-
lic Works Aet 1902, made in the ordinary
course of business with the Commissioner of
Railways or under the Goverunment Savings
Bank Act 1906, or with any person or bedy
charged in a corporate
the administration of any Aect or any State
trading concern.’’ Those words, ‘‘or with
any person or body charged in a corporate
capacity with the administratior of any Act
or any Stuate trading eoncern’’ apply to the
various bodies which I have previously
mentioned. So far I have adopted as a
principle a contract with a body which has
a separate corporate existence and which

might be held to be an agency of
the Crown. This is a safe guide to
go upon. There might be individual

cases to which the disqualification should not
apply as a matter of common sense, but when
once we attempt to deal with individual
cases, we find ourselves in difficulties and it
is very hard to discriminate. As an instance
of that, I have not dealt with a case of
the following kind: A member of Parliament
who is 2 King’s Counsel, and has thereby a
perpetual retainer to act for the Crown, will
still remain disqualified from taking a brief
from the Crown direet. Once we attempt
to deal with individual exceptions, a hard
and fast line cannot be drawn, But there are
one or two things I have had to inelude.

capacity = with-
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One is a contract with an authorised agent
of the Minister of the Crown who is charged
with the administration of the Wheat Mar-
keting Aect 1916. There iz no corperate body
dealing with the Wheat Marketing Act 1916,
and there might be very simple contracts
with the Minjster of the Crown c¢harged
with the administration of that Aect and cer-
tainly those contracts should be excepted.
Then I have alse made an exeeption to con-
tracts made with the Minister who
has the econtrel of State farms, whieh
mighty sell or buy produce :in the
ordinary ecourse, and smelfers and State
batteries. These are mnot incorporated,
but it is certainly advisable to extend the
exception to contracts with those bodies.
Although some pecple might be prejudiced
and think it is not advisable to make these
additional excteptions, they should bear in
mind that we aro now still carrying into
forece the disqualification which originated
in very different times, before adult suffrage
was introduced and before the duratiom of
Parliament was curtailed. They should bear
in mind the publicity given te all public
transactions. We are elected on an adult
suffrage and Parliaments cannot last more
than three years, There is very little risk,
indeed. I go so far as to say there is no risk
in permitting contracts such as I have men-
tioned to be made by members of Parlia-
ment, and we are not jeopardising the safety
or purity of our Constitutional Government.
The next objeet of this Bill is to remove
what we can all regard as something, the use
and purpose of which has ceased to exist. Tt
geems to me absurd for Western Australia to
continue the practice that where 8 member
receives appointment ag Minister of the
Crown, he must go before his constituency
before he can accept it. The practice in that
respeet is vervy old, but it has been modified
and abolished by nearly all Governments
whose foundation depends upon the prin-
ciples of the British Constitution. I propose
to abolish this. Clanse 7 of the Bill deals
with the disputes which may arise between
the twe Chambers which form part of our
Constitution, I am not introducing, I
hope, controversial matters but simply
adopting the recommendations of the
Joint Committee of Parliament, which
was appointed during the ninth Par-
liament of Western  Awustralia, the
gecond asession, The report of this select
committee of the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assembly has been printed. The
Committee was appointed to ingquire into the
procedure on money Billa, and some hon.
members of this Chamber were on that com-
mittee. The report made recommendations
to thie effect— -

Both committees are agreed on the fol-
lowing points, The present position with
regard to money Bills has resulted in con-
stant friction between the two Houses and
urgently requires a remedy. The cause of
this friction is to be found in the wording
of Bection 46 of ‘‘The Constitution Aects
Amendment Act, 1899, The faults in
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this seetion are two. It leaves uncertain

whether requests made by the Legislative

Couneil can be repeated. It applies equally

to clauses in all Bills in whiech any finan-

¢ial provigions are found. The remedy the
eommittees propose is the introduction of
legislation repealing the above quoted sec-
tion, and enacting provisions which will
lay down a simple and well defined pro-
cedure. With this object in view the iwo

committees have agreed to the draft of a

Bill, copy of which is attached to this re-

ort
an mambers will see that Clanse 7 of this
Bill ia identical with the Bill recommended
by the joint committee,

Hon, P, Collier: Have you-the mames of
the members of that committee?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The re-
port is signed by the Chairmen, Hon. Walter
Kingsmill and Mr. M. F. Troy. The report
also says—

It will be seen that the Bill enumerates the

meagures which the Council have no power

to amend, namely, taxation Bills, loan
' Bills, and Billa appropriating revenue for
the ordinary services of the year. In the
case of these Bills the Council have the
right to request amendments, but not te
repeat or insist on their request. Apart
from these last-mentioned Bills, there are
other Bills which contain provisions di-
rectly or indireetly finanecial, but of which
the majority of the clauses have no con-
nection whatever with finance. With re-
gari to such non-financial eclaises, both
committees are agreed that they -should be
freely open to amendment by the Council,
subjeet to pa.ragra.ph 10 hereinafter. A.n
agreement having béen reached “on 'these
points, there remains only the gquestion of
the method in whish the finaneial clauses
of theae last-inentioned Bills should be dealt
with, It is obvioua that there are only two
or three ways of dealing with sueh clanses,

In England they are absolutely excluded

from amendment by the Lords, but such a

course is impossible in this Parliament,

since the right of the Council to request
amendnients in financial provisions is es-
tablished. It is equa]ly impossible to adapt

a eourse by which amendments might be

requested by the Couneil, as the same Bill

would thus be subjected to two forms of
proeednre and the present trouble would be
perpetnated It has been proposed by the

committee of the Assembly to insert a .

provision in the Bill by which the Couneil
ghould he allowed to make ‘amendments in
these clauses, but be debarred from ‘indist-
ing upon them if disagreed to by the As-
sembly. To this proposal the committes of
the Couneil does not agree; -but holds that
all the clauses in Bills of this kind ghould
be egually open to amendment. In these
circnmstances, the comniittee. ‘have de-
cided to make their reports to their 7e-
spective Houses. The point on which they
hdve not arrived at an agreement, they con-
gidér may well be left-to the decision of
the two Houses. They recommend that the
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Bill they have drafted be introduced at

the first opportunity, The provision in
. dispute may be introduced by way of

amendment, and be submitted for counsid-

eration in accordance with the usual forms

of procedure,
The clavse I have now Dbrought befars the
House simply embodies the polnts on which
the committee of both Houses have agreed.
At the conclusion of the report hon. members
will see the clause which the committee of
the Legislative Assembly desire to insert, and
with which the commitiee of the Legm]atwe
Counecil disagreed. The clause is not in-
serted in this Bill. It is quite open for hon.
members, who desire to have it inserted, to
move in that direction. The only other mat-
ter remaining for me to deal with is on the
question of the life of the present Parlia-
ment, The present Parliament commenced to
sit on the 20th November and it expires on
19th November next year. TUnfortunately,
for many years now, the elections have taken
place at the wrong time of the year, These
used to take place about the month of
Mpril or May, and taking place as they
did when, after Parliament was elected, thers
werp three full working sessiong to follow
without any break in the ordinary course.
Further, there was a chanee of bringing down
the Estimates before- the money was spent,
an{ Parliament was not obliged to sit affer
Christmas in the hot weather. I think we
are all agreed that to sit in the hot weather
is neither conducive to good legislation nor
to the temper of hon. members. The amend.
ment I propose would do away with this diffi-
culty, The difficulty, I think, commenced
after the gemeral election, when the Rason
Ministry took office. That would be about
Augugt or September, 1905, .

Hon, P. Collier: November, 1905,

'The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ordin-

‘ary Parlinmentary sessions were, therefore,

out of. joint, and: every Parliament suhse-
quently, to my recollection, has been elected
about September or Qctober. The result has
been that the House does not meet until Oec-
tober or Nnvember, and the first session of
Parliament i3, therefore, of very little use.
The Estimates have not been brouglt déwn
tintil the mdéney has been spent, and ‘it is
almost impogsible when commencing a ses-
sion at such a late date to bring forward a
satisfactory programme for the segsional
worl, bearing in mind that it is really almost
use]ess to sit diring the hot weathei. If the
amendment which I suggest is ‘adopted, we
shall always have three working sessions,
whereas at present we only have two. If
Parliament expires, say, in September or Oc-
tober or November, there i3 mo time -for any
proper working sesision, with the result that
the session is valueless from the legislative
point of view.  This difficulty apparently
hag occurted in Bouth Australia. The clause
I have drafted for changing the date is the
game in its purpose and effect as that which
has been adopted by the South Australian
Parliament. 1 think the South Australian
Act is numbered 959. This clause provides
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that, subject to Parliament being dissolved
sooper, which may always occur, notwith-
standing the limit of time preseribed by
Section 21 of the Constitution Acts Amend-
ment Act, 1899, which prescribes three ses-
gions, ‘‘whenever any Legislative Assembly
would expive by the effluxion of time between
the last day of August of any year and the
first day of February next thereafter, such
Legisiative Assembly shall continue up to
and include the day mnext preceding such
first day of February and ne longeér.”’ Thus
if Parliament, not by reason of a dissolution
but by effluxion of time, should cxpire at any
time between the end of August and the first
day of February, it would automatically econ-
tinne, although it might exceed the three
years by a short time only to the first day
of February. I put in the first day of Feb-
ruary in order to make the extension as
short as possible, so ag to obtain a full work-
ing session for this Patliament next yeéar me
matter who may be in office, But we want
something further than that. South Aus-
tralia has also provided, in order to continue
having the elections held some time in the
early months of the year, a clause by which
the duration of Parliament may be less thanp
three years. °fWhenever the Legislative As-
sembly would expire by efiluxion of time be-
tween the last day of January and the first
day of September of any year, such Legisla-
tive Assembly shall cease and determine on
the last day of Janvary of that year.”” Tn
that ease the life of Parliament may be
shortened by a few meonths, but, whether
Parlisment wonld be shortened or whether
it would be lengthened, the eleetions would
be antomatieally adjusted so as to take place,
if these dates be adopted, about the month
of March in any year during which an elee-
tion may take place.

Hon. T. Walker:
month?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has not
affected me. As far as these dates are con-
cerned, they appear to me to be the most
convenient. It is the principle I am trying to
work in, that by which the election dates
will be antomatically adjusted to a smitable
date, and one which would provide for the
continuation of future Parliaments fo such
time as would enable the elections to be
taken at snch date as is found to be suitable.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier debate ad-
journed.

fs not March the mad

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Premier’s Department. Hon. J. Mitehell,
Minister.

Vote—Governor’s establishment, £1,812.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: I have no intention of
ériticising the present occupant of the office
of Governor, but it is time that the Gov-
ernment gave some indication of  their
policy in connection with that office. We
know that, during the past two or three
years, various resolutions have been passed
favouring the abolition of the office. I have
asked questions in this House on two or
three oceasions and the then Premier stated
that the whole position was going to be
taken into consideration and that some-
thing like an agreement would probably be
arrived at between the Btates. T do not
know whether anything practical has re-
sulted. Anyhow we have not had any in-
dication of the poliey of the Governments
of the various States. It is about time,
therefore, that something was dope in the
direction of bringing to an end an office
which is purely ornamental. We have had
a ery from all over Aunstralia that expendi-
ture should be curtailed, and I do not think
there is another item on the Xstimates
which lends itself so readlily to eurtailment
as this, with advantage to the citizens of
the State generally. The position could
well be -dispensed with altogether, and
whatever ‘duties have to be performed could
very well be carried out by the gentleman
who fills the office of Chief Justice at the
present time. There may be a necessity
for the position of Governor General in
Augtralia, but so far as the individual
States are concerned, there is no longer any
need for State governors. According to the
Estimates, we would cffect a saving of
£1,800 by the abolition of the office, and
to that would have to ba added the galary
which the present occupant receives. Alto-
gether I am certain we could effect a saving
of over £5,000.

Mr. Smith: The expenditure altogether
comes to abouf £10,000.

Mr, WILLCQCK: At the present time we
have representation in the centre of the
Empire. That representation is attended
to by the Agent General and by the High
Commissioner, and everything that iz neces-
saty could be done by those officials. In
former days the Governor of a State held
a highly responsible position. He had
many administrative aéts to carry ont. It
might alse have been said before the war
that it was necessary that theré ghould be
a link between the State and the Empire,
80 as to kindle the patriotism of the people.

Hon. P. Collier: We have Anzac as a link
now.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The resuly of the late
war, and the action of the people of West-
ern Australia particularly, has proved that
there is no lonmger required anything to
make ns more loyal than we have shown
ourselves to be. Therefore the Governor,
who might have been s2id to have been
here to cement the friendship between the
Empire aud the various States, is no longer

- required for that purpose, and we ean very

well do without him. The utility of the
office now amounts to practically nothing,
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and I am certain that no one can advance
any seriong argument why the office should
be continued. This question of the aboli-
tion of State Governors has also been dis-
cussed in Canada and in various other de-
pendencies of Great Britain,

My, Smith: They have no imported Gov-
ernors in Canada.

Mr, WILLCOCK : The position is no
longer one of any importance, because there
are no duties of uny great consequence tu
be carried out. The Premier should be able
to give an indieation of the policy he in-
tends to adopt, We would like to know
whether the Premiers at their recent con-
ference eume to any agreement, and
whether jt is intended to take common
action in - order to cut ont this absolutely
uscless position.

The Premicr: 1 do not think anything
was ever done at the Premiers’ conference:

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is about time, them,
that some agreement was arrived at. The
Premier of this State should now take the
lead. There has been considerable agita-
tion in two of tho States with reference to
the abelition of the office and we now
could give those iwo States a lead. A
eommon agreement might easily be arrived
at. As a protest against the inactivity
ghown in the direction of taking a practical
step towards the abolition of the office of
Governor, T move an amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £12.

Mr. GREEN: I have much pleasure in
supporting the amendment. In these times
when the cry is one of economy, the duties
of this offiee could well be diseharged by a
eitizen of the State, one who has done good
service in the past. Tt might be a prize
which could be given to one who had done
useful political work, and holding an office
such as this  wouldl still keep him in
an important post and the appointment
would likewise bhe of henefit to the State,
The advantage of giving such a position to
a citizen of the State would also be that it
would remove from the office all the absurd
trappiugs which at prosent exist, and
which go to build up in the State an imita-
tion of the aristocracy of the old land.
This, however, euntirely fails, and in its
place we are left with a futile smobocraey.
Tt is entirely undemocratic and un-Austra-
lian in spirit. It is neeessary for us to
raise our voices in the dircetion of abolish-
ing that kind of thing. T have nothing
whatever bo say against the present occu-
pant of the officc. ANl will agree that the
gentleman who fills it dees so capably.
T make bold to say that the post has alto-
gether ontlived its usefnlness. It is against
Australian spirit. The Eastern States have
shown in no uncertain way that the idea is
gradoally grewing in the mirnds of people
there that State Governors, if retained,
should he appointed by the people of the
State. On the score of economy, I shoald
like to quote figures from ‘¢ Wihittaker,’’
comparing the salaries paid to the Govern-
ors of the different provinces of the Do-
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minion of Canada with the salary paid to
the Governor of this State. We lhave a
population of, roughly, 320,000. There ia no-
province in Canada’ except Prince Edward:
Island with a population of 93,000, which
has a population so small as ours, and the
Lieut.-Governor there is paid £1,400. On-
tario, with' a population of 23 millionsg—-
equal to half the population of the whole of
Australis—pays its Lieut.-Governor £4,000,.
the same as we pay our Governor. But,
with that exception, no provinee of the Do-
minion pays its Lient.-Governor more than
£1800. Quebec, with a population of 2,316,
000, pays £2,000——

Mr: Underwood: What do” they pay their
members? .

Mr. GREEN: Five hundred pounds a year.
Nova Seotin, with a population of 492,000,

pays £1,800, New Brunswick, with a popu-

lation of 351,000, pays £1,800, and Mani-
toba, with a population of 558,000, pays
£1,800. With the exception of Ontario and
British Colnmbia, which have a population
seven times as great as ours, we are paying
our Governor double the salary paid to simi-
lar officials in the Canadian provinees. I
am not sure whether Lieut,-Governors in
Canada are appointed by the Crown; T
think they are elected by the people, but
the figures show that the salary we are pay-
ing is absurdly high. TFor the saum of
£2,000 a year, we could get a person who has
rendered good serviece to the country—pos-
sibly as a Labour politician—to take the
position, and invest it with the demoeratic
spirit whieh should characterise and sur-
round an Australian Governor. We shonld
then not have these sccial nobodies trying
to ape the cheap imported aristocracy and
create the social jealousies manifested im
the social notes of the ¢‘West Aunstralian?’”
dealing with those who were at Government
House, how they were dressed, and the
Misses So-and-so who were brought out.

The Attorney General: Do you always
read those notes?

Mr. GREEN: A portion of them. The
faet that the Attorney Gemeral comsiders it
absurd to publish notes of that kind, shows
he is with me that this sort of thing has
outlived ity usefulness and should be abol-
ished. I support the amendment,

The PREMIER: The member for Gerald-
ton approves of having a (overnor.

Mr, Willeock: I said a Governor might be
NBCESBATY.

The PREMIER: The hou. member said
the Crown must have direct representation.

Mr. Munsie: Have not we got it with the
Governor General? .

The PREMIER: The member for Kalgoor-
lie drew a comparison with the provinces of
Canada. The position ia totally different.
We have always contended that we should
remain a sovereign State. This necessitates
the appointment of a Governor now just as
in pre-Federal days. Perhaps there is
greater reasén for State Governors now than
prior to Federation, The fact that we are
federated and have a Governor General does
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nob remove the nceessity for a State Gov-
eruor. As a sovereign State, we want the
right to communicate direet with the Crown.

Hon. T. Walker: Cannot we have a fove-
‘reign State if we have a Governor taken
from the people of Western Australiaf?-

My, Munsie: Are the Bastern States pro-
posing to part with their sovereignty by ad-
vocating the abolition of imported Govern-
ors?

The PREMIER: 1f the Crown is to be re-
presented; here, and if we are to have the
right to communicate direct with the Crown,
it must be through an appointee of the
Crown, which is the present position. If it
is a matter of expcnse alone, that is another
question.

Mr. Troy: How are the provinces of Can-
ada in a different position?

The PREMIER: The provinces of Canada
occupy a very different position. They are
not sovereign States as:we are, and as we
niust remain, This is of great advantage
to the State. Nothing could be done to
alter the present system unless all the
States were in aecord, That is not the posi-
tion, and I doubt whether it will be.

Hon, T. Walker: Give us some idea of
the utility of the position.

The PREMIER: 8o far as I know this
question has not been discussed at any Pre-
mier’s Conference. At one time.the South
Australian Gevernment had the matter in-
e¢luded in the agenda paper but, for some
reason, the question was not discussed.

- Mr. 8mith: Being a sovereign State, why
have .we to consider the other States?

The PREMIER: The appointment of
Governors is laid down by the Colonial
Oftice. Tt is proposed to reduwee this vote
by £12 by way of protest. How will that
change the position? Will it be a direction
to the Government that this House disagrees
with the appointment of Governors It is
quite futile to wmake a veduetion or enter a
protest. Menibers have expressed their
views on the matter, but it, will not be pos-
sible by reducing the vote to determine
whether Governors shall continue ‘to he
appointed as at present. Members opposite
want a Governor, but one appeinted from the
people of the 3tate. There are mauy redsous
why that would not work satisfactorily. Cer-
tainly it would be less objectionable than
appeinting someone from the Fastern States.

Hon. T, Walker: Ol no, from Northam,

The PREMIER: T would willingly take
the joh.

Mr. Lambert:
get Billy Hughes

The PREMIER: Members, whatever thoir
opinions, must vealise the futility of _eduec-
ing this vote. Ts the amount to bhe dedneted
from the Governor’s salary or from the wages
of one of the gardeners? Every time the
Estimates have been presented during the
last 14 years, we have had the samn protest,
the same diseussion, and the same proposal
for reduction. .

Hon. T. Walker: Every time it i3 more
popular and comes nearer.

As a beanty boy, we ghouli
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The PREMIER: It has not yet been ac-
cepted, at any rate. TI. hope the Committee
will not agree to the reduction, This is not
the right time to enter a protest against the
system, 1 was glad to hear from those mem-
bers who have apoker that they approve of
the present ocecupant of the office.

Mr. ANGELO: While agrecing to a great
extent with the members for Geraldton and
Kalgoorlie, I do not intend te vote for the
reduction because this is not the right time
or the right method to achieve their object.

Mr. Lambert: What do you sugygest?

Me. ANGELO: That a motion be moved
that the position be dispensed with, aid that
o Lieut.-Governor be appointed in licu. Next
year the Premiers of the various States
will meet the Prime Minister to discuss the
finaneial position, and this subjeet could well
be dealt with then. If a motion were tabled
on the lines T suggest——

Mr. Lambért: Would you support it?

Mr. ANGELQ: Decidedly, and there would
be a good chance of getting it earried.. When
the Premier went to the conference, he would
he armed with that resolution., It would be
a lopsided and ridieulons position if * this
Btate dispensed with its Governor. and the
other States retained their Governors. If
the conference agreed to dispense with the
State Governors—

Hon. P, Collier: There is no suggestion to
dispense with the Governor altogether.

Mr. ANGELO: Or resolved to have Lieuot.-
(Governors, the Chief Justices conld very weil
take the duval position. .

Mr. Lambkert: I rvegret that the Pre-
mier &id unot eclearly indieate the views of
the Government. The Committee desjre, and
the country expetts unnecessary expense of
this deseription to be curtailed nnd some sin-
cerity shown in the desire to curtail it. In
a small State like Western Australia, a Gov-
ernor is not necessary. It is waneecssary to
parade the nonsensical seocial side, Even
those wlho participate in many of the soecial
funetions at Government House do mnot de-
sire their continvance ag part of our soeial
life. I have nething to say against the pre-
sent occupant of the position. Tntil people
beeome more gensible and vealise the stuo-
pidity of the cirveus-like displays in their
social activities, we shall have to folerate a
continvance of the present state of affpirs.
This sort of thing cuts no ice with me and,’
apart from the Governor’s hogpitality at a
decent lunch, may have little attraction for
them. TIn the last Governor we had an old
humbug who ought to have been got rid of
mueh sooner.

The Premier:
to say that.

Mr, LAMBERT: In deference to the
wishes of the Premier I will not go on with
that. Appointments have been made in the
past which have justified the use of the strong-
est possible language, We had the asawrance
of the late Mr. Frank Wilson that the then
occupant of the position bad ahove the heads
of tlie Government cabled direct to the Home
office requesting to be re-appointed for a fur-

I do wnot think you ought
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ther three years. The strongest possible ex-
ception should he faken to people of that
deseription ecenpying this high office. The
Premier has stated that there should be some
unanimity of opinion between all the States
and the Commonwealth in this matter before
anything is done, but I say that we should
show the lead. T am not prepared to lag be-
hind with the conservative fossilised ideas
of the Eastern States and their Parliaments.
They have made very little progress them-
selves, and their ideas of democraecy are a
disgrace. T am not prepared to hang on any
longer to the Eastern States in this matter,
Indeed, T wowld cut out TFederation alto-
gether if only to get away from their “im-
ports and everything conneeted with them.
Only quite recently’ the Home office stated
that if the different States of the Common-
wealth arrived ‘at a unanimous decision they
would take action. This House should indi-
cate by resolwtion or in this manner that we
will no longer tolerate this wnnecessary ex-
penditurc. The position is a needless one
and is a shameful extravagance, and it is
totally inefficient so far as office goes, We
should also show that the mode of seleetion
in the Old Country is repugnant to our ideas
of what'is commoen deceney.

Mr. Smith: What is the mode of appoint-
ment? '

Mr. LAMBERT: If we must have a Gov-
ernor, the position should he given to our
own Australian men, who in their younger
days have done yeoman service to the coun-
try.

The Attorney General: I do not think
you would get many candidates.

Mr. LAMBERT: T would not mind being

a candidate myself, T ouly hope the Trea-
surer will allow this inatter to go to vote,
so as to get the feeling of the members in
this connection. He need not take exception
to it because it is not n matter of policy.
It only affects the attitnde that we shounld
adopt in this eonneetion. I do not think the
Treasurer would for a moment try to justify
the present method of appointing Governors.
*Some little time ago it was looked npon as
a distoyal aet for a man to criticise the oe-
cupant of the position of Governor: Some of
our imported politicians maintained that we
should have some silken tic between the col-
onies and the British Empire. Bni we are
ne longer dependencies of the British Em-
pirc. We are partnerg in the British Tmpire
and in the TLeaguc of Nations, nnd have
voting power similar to that of other parts
of the British Empire.

The Minister for Works: We always were
a part of the British Empire.

Mr. LAMBERT: T admit that, The state-
ment recently made hy Lord Milner alters
our whole status as a Commonwealth and the
status of the other parts of the British Em-
pire, incleding Africa and Canada. We have
been a part of the British Empire as a de-
pendeney, hut mow our status is very much
higher. Tn this war we had mo say as to
whether we should fight another nation or
not, -but, if there were a war to-morrow,. we
shonld have a say before our manhood was
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taken away from the country. We do not re-
quire imported Governors to show our loy-
alty to the British Empire. We do not re-
quire any silken bonds to show our kinship.
We do not require to show that, by allowing
the Imperial Government to choose some out
of date and out of work official to aci as a
State Governor, our sympathies are with the
British Empire, It is time that some economy
wag instituted in this direction. We cannot
afferd to pay for the upkeep of a place like
Government House any longer. 1 do not
think the present Governor wounld blame hon.
members for discussing the matter,

Mr. Davies: What if he did$

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 should be sorry that
a gentleman who has held suech honourable
positions in the service of the Empire should
take umbrage at anything we have said here.
I moved a wmotion in connection with this
matter some time age, and the late Mr.
Frank Wilson gave me an assuranee that he
would cable to the Colonial office asking them
net to make the reappointment of the then
Governor, and requesting them to make no
appointment during war time, Our financial
position to-day is worse than it was then. If
this action was justified then on the score of
cconomy, it is more justified now. T hope
the Treasurer will realise that this House de-
siree to express an opinion in most emphatic
terins againsgt any further expenditure in this
direction, and will allow the Committee to
vote upon the amendment moved hy the
member for Geraldton,

Mr. LUTEY: I hope the amendment will
be earried as an indieation of the feeling of
hon, members. L am sore that a great ma-
jority of the people understood when Fed-
eration came into being that, instead of hav-
ing gix Governors aud one Governor Genersal,
there would only he one Governor in Aus-
tralia, The Treasurer says that the Pre-
mier’s conference has not yet come.to a de-
cision on the matter. If we carry this amend-
ment, however, it will be an indieation to the
Prewier as to what we feel in Western Aus-
tralia. T do not know why the Premiers’
conference has to sit at all. The member for
Gascoyne says that when they meet the
Prime Minister they will deal with this mat-
ter. e also in the same breadth spenks of
Wegtern Australia as heing a sovereign State.
It is an insnlt to a sovercign State to bring
np aueh a question before an un-elected body,
swhich has no right to deal with the matter,
Hon. members should have sufficient courage
te say what they think. TIf they agree to this
amendment they will he carrying out the
wishes of the majority of the people of the
State. One hears fregquent complaints about
the way in which the Government offires are
spread out alt over the place. The Governor’s
residence would he an ideal spot for Govern-
mont offices, and if offices were erected there
it would save people the trouble of tramping
all over Perth, as they have to do to-day,
whenever they waunt to visit these offices. In
the early days the Governors were looked
upon as kings. They were Governors indeed,
for they had plenty of work to do. As the
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position is now it is only right and proper
that the Chief Justice or some other leading
citizen of the State should oceupy it. I hope
the amendment will he carried.

Sir H, B. LEFROY: The position to-day
is very much the same as it was in 1912 when
this House was informed by the then Pre-
mier (Mr. Scaddan) of the opinion of the
Imperial Government on the aubjeect, For
the information of hon. members I would
like to read to them the opinion of the Im-
perial Government as given by the Secretary
of State for the Colonies at that time, The
following question was asked the Premder
in the House:—

1, Has he received amy official intima-
tion of the transfer of His Excellency Sir
Gerald Strickland to New South Wales? 2,
If so, in consideration of the view that ef-
fective economy conld be achieved by com-
bining the functions of His Majesty’s re-
presentative in this State with those .of
the Chief Justice, dves he intend to re-
quest the Imperial authorities to give ef-
fect to that view?

The Premier’s reply was as follows:—

1, Yes, 2, Representations were pre-
viously made to the Tmperial aathoritics
by the late Hon. T. Price, when Premier
of South Awnstralia. The reply received
from the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, and a copy of
which wag transmitted to each of the
other States, contained, inter alia, the fol-
lowing: ‘‘The change which is suggested
is a very far reaching ohe—more so than,
perhaps, appears at first gight; and it could
not, T consider, be entertained in any case
unless it is to be applied {o all the Aus-
tralian States, and not to ome alone, and
until public opinion in Atstralia is demon-
strated to be overwhelmingly in ifs
favour,””  Also: ‘‘There is, mec doubt,
much to be said in favour of the Canadian
syatem, under which the Central Govern-
ment appoints provineial governors, and
if the people of Australia were to desire to
adopt a similar system, His Majesty’s
Government would in" all probability ke
disposed to advise His Majesty that the
necessary steps should be taken to carry
ont their wishes. 8o far, I understand,
there has been no indication that the

* States, whose contention is that they
remain govereign States, would desive that
their prerogatives should be diminished,
and the evidence of such govercignty is
in part secured by making the . appoint-
ment of Governor in the same manner and
on the same terms as prior to Federa-

tion,*? ) .

That closed the question for the time. The

question of the appointment of local repre-
gentatives of the Crown has been on the
agenda paper of various Premiers’ confer-
ences, But very little has been said on the
gubject. There is very little sign of unani-
mity on the subject amongst the States, and
until that unanimity is reached, any en-
deavour to make the change must be futile,
The appointment is made, not by the Btate,

- the other States make a move.
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but by the Imperial Government. It is made
by the Imperial Government, as I take it, in
order to preserve the link between the States
as sovereign States, and the Imperial Gov-
ernment,

Mz, Lambert: Would you favour the ab-
olition of the poat?

Bir H. B, LEFROY: No; and I ecan
not support the reduetion of the vote as
a protest against the appointment of the
Governor. I say this while recopnising that
there is congiderable difference of opinion on
the subjeet, Generally speaking, the gentle-
men appointed to the high office of State
Governor in Awnstralia have been worthy re-
presentatives not only of the Imperial Gov-
ernment but of the Empire generally. As an
Imperialiat I believe in doing nothing that
will weaken the last remaining link connect-
ing us with the Motherland. In my cpinion,
that link- has been strengthened, instead of
being weakened, by the great war through
which we have just passed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am one of those
whe believe that a Governor is necessary,
but I am not one of those who.believe that if
wo import politicians we must alse import
Goyernors. The greatest honour that can be
conferred on any. man is that of being ap-
pointed Governor of the Btate in which he
was born, As a member of the Governmént
ot this State, I expressed the opinion that
the greatest honour that could have been
conferred on Lord Forrest. would have
been to appeint him Governor of Western
Australia. However, T take strong execep-

tion to° hon. members rising here to
use the word ‘‘imported,’’ and in the
very next breath ‘bfagging that we ave

partners in the British Empire.  Undoubt-
edly imported politiciang, like imported Gov-
ernors, endeavour to the utmost of their
ability to carry out the duties assigned to
them. With regard to the Governorship, the
position ig that nothing can be dome until
The Pre-
mier has said that Western Australia is a
sovereign State. * I contend, however, that
we have lost our sovereignty, and have not
been a sovereign State for the last five
yéars. It is necessary that there should be
someone’ 43 (overnor for the purpose of in-
tervening when there is a dispute amongst
the politicians, and for the purpose of sign-
ing documents, But there iz no need to im-
port a man for those purposes. Thera are
in this' State hundreds of men who could -
fill - the position of Governor. The: flap-
doodle - about social distinetion representa
the kind of-argument which is uged in order
to confuse the minds of the people. There
will be social distinctions whether we have -

- & Governor or not, and whoever may he Gov-

ernor. For years this Parliament has been
endeavouring to impress wpon the Imperial
Government the necessity for appointing a
local man to the Governorship. During the
last three or four years it has been plainly
evident that we cannot maintain, the office
of Governor under existing conditions. That
being so, let this, Chamber show by its vote
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that we desire a change to be effected. Un-
less some State gives a lead in the matter,
the present position is likely to continue for
many years. It would ‘surprise me if repre-
sentations made to the British. Government
did not find acceptance, in view of what has
oceurred during the past five years. The
British authorities recognise that Australian
soldiers and sailors are equal to any in the
British Army and Navy. Why should not
the British anthorities show their confidence
in the people of Australia by selecting
the State Governors from among them? I
would go further and ask, why not the
Governor General as wellt It is not to say
that because a man is horn in Australia
sud spends his lifetime here that he would
be less loyal as Governor -General. As a
matter of fact the people of Australia are
maore loyal to the Crown than are the people
of the British Iales, Consequently, there
js no neeessity on that score to bring a man
from outside to fill ‘the position’¢f Gov-
ernor. No one here has anything againsg
the present cccupant of the office of State
Governor. He carries out hig dutied in a
proper manner, as indeed all our successive
Governors have done; but, I repeat, there
is no occasion whatever for bringing in
fram euntside a man %o fill the post.

Mr. MULLANY: The member for Moore
(8ir Menry Lefroy) has reminded us of the
position as outlined in 1912 by the thien
Premier, Mr. Scaddan, who said that the
Imperial authorities desired that there
ghould be unamimity among all the Aus-
tralian States before the request that State
Governors should be appointed in Australia
could be acceded to. Had Sir Henry Lefroy
read a little further he wonld have found
that Mr. Scaddan said also .that on behalf
of Western Australia further representa-
tions were being made to the Imperial
aunthorities in order to ascertain whether
they still adhered to their pravious deci-
sion. At that time thers was a desire on
the part of members of this House that a
change should be made, and it was con-
tended that this State should be regarded
as a unit, and that there was no necessity to
wait for unanimity upen the point among
the other States. It would be interesting
to, know what reply was reeeived to the
representations referred to by Mr. Seaddan.
Ag far'as I am aware, no reply has been
received. It is unnecessary for me to go
into the questien of whether we should
have an imported Governor. I agree that
the position could well be filled by a citizen
of Western Australia. I regret that we
can ‘do nothing more effective than reduce
the vote by a few pounds. I will support
the amendment,

Mr. JONES: The amendment goes too
far, or alternatively, it does not go far
enough. The idea of cutting down the
galary of any man does not appeal to me.
In view of the mounting cost of living, I
do not see why His Exeellancy’s salary”
should be reduced, The cost of ginger ale,
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champagne and other essentials fo th
maintenance of the status of the ‘Governor
has inerensed materially, and so, too, ha
the cost of fashionably cut clothes, withoun
whiech no Governor could with diguit
maintain his connection with the gasolin
aristocracy of the community, We haw
the Governor, and we have to keep hin
well, becavse he is performing function
which, while they do nmot appeal to me
or to the farmers, still appeal to the carpe
knights of the metropolitan area, to thos
social caterpillars with the souls of lackeys
the mentality of flunkeys and the psycho
logy of captive simians. It is the unfortu
nate position of the Governor in having tc
asgociate with these people, having to be
eonngcted with all the horrors of a self
¢reated plutocracy which calls for a higher
salary than we are paying to-day. I do nof
know His Excellency; I have never seen
him. T do not usually get into the cirele:
which he frequents.

Mr. Green: You will get an invitation
to-morrow,

Mr. JONES: Unfortunately I will be un-
able to aceept it. However, I believe he is
a deeent, kind-hearted, Christian-like old
soul. He has my fullest sympathy in that
he has to be mixed up in all the fearsome
flummery, with all the unspeakable syco-
phants who persistently importunc him.

l Mr. Harrison: You said you had not met
11m.

Mr. JONES: The hon. member has met
him, and would accept every iavitation le
got to go down there. Tt is because of
that I sympathise with the Governeor. If
the Committee is to deal seriously with this
matter, I snggest that we have to consider
whether we are adequately paying the
holder of the pesition, or if not whether it
woeuld not be better to abolish the position,
or altermatively make it an homorary oane.

Mr, Mullany: Let His Execellency eat
grass |

Mr, JONES : The interjection is now
quite out of date. There is no necessity
for anyone to eat grass, because the ship-
ping combine did not win. I.think the
position counld be made honorary; indeed,
if necessary, wé c¢ould find business men
in the State who would take the job and
pay a consideration for it. '

Mr. Griffiths: We could let it out by
tender. C

Mr. JONES: Having regard to the class
of people with whom the Governor has to
deal, it would be praetical and profitable to
let him have the dispensing of . honours
among the people. I de not refer to real
honours, such as the Royal Humane
Society’s medals and distinetions of that
sort, because all clagses of the community
participate in those; but such things as
O.B.E., C.B.E,, and the like, could be dis-
pensed at the profitable whim of the Gov-
ernor for a consideragtion, The Governor
could institute new orders of his own, We
could have every member of this august
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Chamber beribboned from Lead to foot,
-¢overed all over with every colour and size
and shape of ribbon and decoration, and
cvery new kind of order, I would not mind
suggesting a few myself which could be
plaged at the disposal of the Governor to
sell to augment the revenue of the State,
Io that way the office of Governor could be
made self-supporting. Then, again, Govern-
ment House could be turned into an insti-
tution where weekly dances could be held,
but of course returned soldiers would be
barred from attending. There area other
members of the commuuity, however. who
wouldl be allowed to take part in those
danees at 30 much a head. There are many
people in the Btate whe at the present time
are only on the fringe of the social swirl,
who are yet on the lowest rung of the social
ladder, who wonld gladly avail themselves
of the opportunity te take part in those
weeckly dances. Those people, for the con-
sideration of one-guinea or even twp guineas
—some would be prepared to pay even five
guineas—would regard it as a great privi-
lege to be able to attend those weekly at-
fairs at Government IHouse and dance with
His FExcellency the Governor. In that way
Government House might be made a paying
trading eoucern. [ am surprised that the
Government, vomposed of meun of business
acumen, have not thought of this before.
Here is an opportunity to get rid of the de-
fieit, to square the finances of the State by
simply commercinlising the snobbery of the
people. If we want a Governor, if it is
neeessary for the tony elite of West Perth
and Ciaremont that we should keep up this
establishment where people who wear as few
clothes as possible might be able to go, then
let them pay for it. That is the solution
of the whole matter. T am prepared to sup-
port a motion to increase the Governor’s
salary by £8,000 a year, or even to eut it
out altogether, aud give him the assistance
of a business expert who will help him to
commercialise the position-he helds.

Mr. PICKERING: After the hon, mem-
ber’s speech I am sure the Government will
introduce a Bill to create a new Btate trad-
ing concern cn the lines suggested. Tt seems
to me that the whole subject i3 based on
the quostion of sovereign rights.

Hon. P. Collicr: What are sovereign
rights; why start and argne the question of
sovereign rights if you do not know what
they mean?

Mr. PICKERING: From the
made by the Treasurer—

Hon. P. Collier: The statement made by
the Treasurer is mo more sensible than the
one vou are making.

Mr, PICKERING: I gather that sove-
reign rights refer to dealing directly with
the Crown. .

Hon. P. Collier: No conneetion at all,

Mr. PICKERING: Some reflection has
been cast upon imported Governors, but we
have algo imperted politicians, and T would
draw attention to the fact that there are 20
or 21 imported politicians in thia Homse.

statement
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Mr, Jones: But they did not all import
their polities. )

Mr. PICKERING: They may not, and it
is probable that the member for Fremantle
knew very little of politics when he eame
here. The Empive’s appreciation of what
the State has done has been shown by the
Fwmpire making every possible concession
and placing us on equal terms with other
parts of the British Fwmpire.

Hon, T, WALKER: T notice thera is pro-
Eress in Anstralia even on this subject. My~
mind goes back to the days when David
Buchanan was & member of the New South.
Wales Parliament. One of the first motions
Iie moved in the Assembly of that State was
in favonr of the abolition of State Govern-
org, and he did me the houour to gpecially
request me to second the motion. T did so.
We two were the only ones in Australia who
had the conrage in a legislative chamber
to niove for the abolition of State Govern-
org,  Now the change is so marvellous that
the matter has become commonplace, not
only here but in all parts of Australia, and
1t 15 now merely a question of intercourse
between the Hoame Office and the State Par-
liaments and the State Governments and the
lovernor Geaneral. This is a matter of can.
troversial ¢onsideration thronghout the Em-
pire. | have listened to the arguments put
forward chiefly by the Premier and Sir
Heury Lefroy for the retention of the pre-
sent system. The argument of the Premier
is chiefly that we must have State sove-
reignty. If T thought we were getting State
sovereignty by retaining the Governor sent:
to us from Togland, T would be with him,
but what are we doing by our present me-
thod of government? We are absolutely

losing every shred of sovereignty in this
State—the right to govern ourselves. We
are. governed from Downing-street to-day,

almost as mueh as we were governed in the-
past before responsible government viag es-
tablished. And we are governed at two ends
—we are governed through our own loeal”
Governor and through the Governor General,
We arve between two millstones, the Tmperiat’
wire-pulling and the Commonwealth wire-
pulling, and through those two centres our
vitality is crushed out of us. Tf we want
soveréignty we must be free from outside-
pressure and impulse, The peopla thoem-.
gelves must shape their own destinies, and’
obtain the fulfilment of their own ideals.
We cannot do that as we are governed now,
Tt is impossible for us to create a purely -
Western Anstralian sentiment. True, we
have achieved a certain triumph in a demoe-
raey that ig purely Australian, but we are
losing it to a large extent by the trend of
affairs and the events of modern times, Wa
are now in the claws, if T may say it with-
ont being offensive, of those powers that ave-
directing our destinies from abroad—I mean
without the barriers of our own sovereignty.
If the Premicr’s words have any meaning it -
is that within the geographical houndaries-
of Western Aunatralin we have the right to-
govern ourselves. Now he tells us that wa-
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can govern ourselves with Commonwealth
fetters upon us, Can he say that we bave a
sovereignty under those circumstances? Can
he say that we have a sovereignity when,
from the eentral government of London,
through the despatches that are sent to our
local Governor, we are directed or guided or
miguided, as the case may bet Can he say
that we are asserting ourselves.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Premier can say
80, but surely what he says has no meaning
vnder those cireumstances. We are abso-
lutely incapable of carrying out our highest
and most exalted wishes. I guarantee that
if the Premier’s seecret convictions could be
probed we would find that hée limself be-
lieves that Western Australia should have
within its own hands the complete direction
ot ity destiny, and that therefore there should
be ne post in this land that was not open to
its own ecitizens, having made achievementa
that rendered them worthy of it. I believe
this is the absolute conviction of the Premier
and yet he is content to go on with a system
which takes messages from the Governor
General through the mouthpicece of his Min-
isters, takes directions from them and gquietly
yields to what is impesed through that source
by way of sentiment or by way of legislation,
apparently introduced automatically and le-
gally but absolutely directed from abroad,
and then, as a dounble, is directed from abroad
by the instructions which come through ths
Governor of our State. Then he says we are
sovereign. We ars absolutely in bondage;
and we find this out when it is necessary to
agsert any independence at all, We have
just passed through a time when self-made
lordlings have directed vs how we shall speak,
what we shall speak and what we ghall pub-
ligh in our Press and persons, bold in their
ideals, have been incarcerated in public grols
for daring to do otherwise. Men who have
stood up for their right, who have seen fur-
ther than they, who have shown in the main
far-thinking and far-seeing capabilities, he-
canse of their courage, have been thrown into
the dunpgeons, persecuted as we can expect
they were persecnted in the days of direst
terror and blackest nighta of tyranny of
medimval times. Yet he talks of sovereignty.
Where is the sovereignty¥ Where is the in-
dependent life of this State, hemmed in as
we are by all the forces of Imperialism and
the heads of Federation as we have had it
displayed to us during the last five years?

The Premier: We make our own laws.

Hon. T. WALEER: Subject to assent and
approval, and subjeet to the superior laws,
enacted by the Commonwealth which override
ours. We are limited to the merest little
thimble circle, We have no room for move-
ment, no room for expansion for great ideals
or noble mation-building. @ We are an ap-
pendage, a dependant, a tributor. Our life-
blood is sucked from wa.
ing-street and to the Federal league. Talk
about sovercignty! It is a farce; it means
nothing; ‘it is a pretence; it has no reality

‘isation,

We erawl to Down-.
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reacting to the sound of the word. If we
want true sovereignty, give it to the people
I recognise no sovereignty but that which

rests in the people. One man, one
Cabinet, one group, ome party to me
mean nothing. I  digpute their right

to despotism, I dispute their right to fetter
my mind or dreams or hopes or aims in life.
I dispute their right to prevent the pedple
of this young nation growing free as the air,
as the light of knowledge, as the free educa.
tion we give thent, or as all the liberties we
have inherited and obtained by right and
struggle to live and grew and expand and
become a real example to the fettered, erawl-
ing nations of the world; and I use ‘‘erawl-
ing'’ in the sense of being incapable to as-
gert their own manbood and digmity. I see,
in this young people of ours, the possibility
of reaching the highest summit of true eivil-
a civilisation that recogniscz the
equality of the manhood of every citizen born
in it. With men and women on a striet level
of equality of right and opportunity, I see
this nation then become an example to the
whole world, but it eannot be whilst we
have our policy shaped in se¢ret by mes-
sages sent tp this Govermor and to that
Governor, directing Ministers as the secret
diplomucy of the world has directed the
fates of nations, I want nome of that. I
want our people to be the true sign and
symbol of genuine sovereignty, with the

‘right to say ‘‘Hands off!’’ {o those who

would fetter our growth and ecripple our
aspirations, to say ‘‘Hands off!’’ to those
who would make us subservient to the wish
and avarice and greed of those commerecial
despots who lhave the ear of thé sovereigna
abroad. I want our nation to grow as a child
grows in the sunshine and in the healthy air,
not living in fetters and developing .under a
eloud. That iz my aim and, if we are to
achieve that end, we must do it free from
forecign tyranhy or foreign' contract, which-
ever word is the more suitable, even though
that word ‘‘foreign’’ is used somewhat in
an ambiguous sense, when applied to Eng-
land itself.

The Premier: I thought so.’

Hon, T. WALRER: T am not saying one
word against our British people. They have
in the past given the impetus to the world’s
progress more than once. More than once too
they have fettered it but, whilst I recognise
that fact, T pat myself in the position of a
gson to his father. When my father has stop-
ped his growth and has reached that stage
when he lingers back with feeble footsteps
which the age of a civilisation has placed
npon him, I want to go further than my
father, stronger than him, so to apeak, and,
in the full manhood of my youthful hopes, L
want to achieve more than ever he did; and
if the glory of England is in the lessons of
liberty she has taught and of freedom she
has given, let our aim be to give to the
world examples of greater liberty and
greater justice and greater humanity in the
consideration of our people. There ig nothing
wrong with a sentiment of that kind. If it
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is homourable to come from a race that is
proud of its achievements in that direction,
it iy still honourable to go further and to
culminate what has been so well commenced,
and it is for this reason, knowing how that
very England has been misguided, how that
very England has been misled by her seeret
diplomacy and her influences from abroad,
how she has been pulled hither and thither
and has in conseqnence done gross injustice
to some of her companions and partners in
the government of Empire, knowing all this,
I want to be free from such influences in
Western Australin. I want a true sovereignty
of the people and that sovereignty alone, and
having that sovereignty, I wish to leave open
to her children, her citizens, the highest post,
the greatest dignity and the noblest honour
we can confer and, for that reason, I do not
wish to abolish the serew of the man who
does this work, but I do wish to abolish the
importation of our Governors.

Mr, HARRISON: If we had the elo-
quence of the member for Kanowna on this
side of the House, I do not know to what
limits the debate might be carried. He spoke
of the liberty of Australians and West Aus-
traliang and then he spoke of the wire-pull-
ing by Downing-street. The development of
liberty we enjoy has grown up under the
protection of the British Navy and of the
Imperial anthorities with their Governors in
our various States and by direet communi-
cation with the Crown through the medium
of picked men who have been sent here,

Mr, O’Loghlen: The Governors have had
as much to de with that as you have.

Mr. HARRISON: And those men have
been our medium of communication not only
with Downing-strest but with the representa-
tives of financigl interests.

Mr. O’Loghlen: After the Lord Mayor’s
show! )
Mr. HARRISON: It would not be well

for Australia to change the present methods,
and I shall not support the amendment.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am surprizsed at the
brevity of the apeech of the leader of the
Country party. . ' .

The Premier: He set a very good example,

Mr. MUNSIE: I intend to follow it. The
member for Avon seemed to infer that, by
passing the. amendment, we shall upsei the
whola financial position of Western Australia,
the Commonwealth and Great Britain. I do
not think there is a financial man in Great
Britain who cares whether we have a British
Governor or not. All such men care about
is whether wes have the securities for the
money we have borrowed from them. The
Governor, they do not regard as any security
irrespective of who the .occupant of that
position might be. The Premier and the
niember for Moore oppose the amendment on
the ground that the various States ought to
be unanimous. We shonld set the ball rolling
and endeavour to get the others to join in.

The Premier: Ws have done it about 14
times, )

Mr, MUNSIE: Then try for the fifteenth
time. Tt has been said there has been no
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agitation against the importation of Gover-
nors. I am satisfiel there is no question
which if submitted to a referendum would
be carried by a bigger majority than that of
the abolition of State Governors in every
State. The verdict of the people would be
50 to 1 in favour of their abolition. The
Premier and the member for Moore said,
‘‘Let us wait until something comes from the
Eastern States.’’

The Premier:
affected.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do think a vote on this
question will de some good, if the Govern-
ment will regard it in the light in which
it is intended. It would be an instruction
to the Government to continue the negotia-
tions, which were started by the Minister
for Mines when he was Premier of the
State.

The .Premier: He did nob start them.

The Minister for Mines: We kept them
going at pretty long odds in Melbourne
onee.

Mr, MUNSIE: The matter should be im-
pressed upon evéry candidate who is stand-
ing for clection for the Federal Parliament.

The Premier: It wonld suit the Federal
authorities to wipe out State Governors.

Mr, MUNSIE: I do net think there is
anything t0 prevent the Federal Govern-
ment from taking a referendum in all the
States, or that there is one State that would
aobject to a referendum. T do not mean
that we showld cut away from Great
Britain, but I do think that the people of
the Commonwealth have been misled, ¥ully
90 per cent. of the people who voted for
Federation believed that they would get
rid of many of the members of State.Par-
liaments and that State Governors would
be abolished. We have had Federation for
19 years, and imported Governors are still
brought to the different States. It is a
wilful and eriminal waste of money to con-
tinue the system, and I have much pleasnre
in supporting the amendment.

Mr. TROY: The fact that this matter bas
been discussed year in and year out does
not prevent us from endeavouring to”bring
about a condition of affairs so wuch de-
sired by the people of the State. Unhappily
in the past politicians have stood in the
way of the accomplishment of this reform.
How will it affect the sovereignty of the
State if Governors from oversea are uot
appointed? If the State -enjoys sover-
exgnty it enjoys it only by the Constitition,
which says nothing about Governors being
imported or otherwise. The Governor is nnt
part of the Constitution or of the sover-
eignty of the State., To argue otherwise
points to ignorance. A good deal has heen
said about the co-partnership of the
Daminions as part of the British Empire,
‘Where is the fairness in a eco-partnership
when the citizens of one Dominion are not
entitled to the advantages enjoyed by those
of another? Where are the equal advant-
ages of a partnership which provides tbat
a local resident can only become a Gover-

They are the most
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nor of a country by the consent of Iarlia-
ment whilst a Governor car he iwmported
Trom another part of the Tmpire without
tlie eongent of Parliament?
The Premier: What about &ir
MacGregor? .
Mr. TROY: He was an Imperiai officcr
af the time of his appointment. Parlia-
ment will not be doing ita duty if it ignores
the right of the citizens of the Btate to
cecupy the highest position in it.  The
British Government only require the mat-
ter to be emphasised to acknowledge that
tight. They do not acknowledge it because
they know that the people slavishly follow
¢ustom, and that the custom has been for
the British Government to send out heve
people who have been prominent in politics
in the Old Country, or have given some
Tarty service. I attach no importance to
the fact that Downing SBtreet states that
it will take no action unless the Australian
Btates act jointly. It has never willingly
departed from custom, although we have
several instances in Australia in which it
has heen departed from. The ecustom in
Australia was to pay a subsidy to the
British Navy to afford us protection. That
custom would never have been departed
from but for the decision of the Fisher
Government to establish an Augtralian
Navy, in the face of the conservatives in
Australia who held that the British Navy
wag good emough for them. The British
Government tried to foree upon the people
of Queensland a Governor they disliked.
I'he people would not acknowledge him and
insisted upon the appointment of another
man., They came inte conflict with the In-
perial Government and gained the day.
The British Government wanted to hand
over New Guinea to Germany, but thas
Queensgland Government set their faces
against it. If it had not been for the action
of the Queensland Government the whole
of New Guinea would have become QGer-
man.,  Downing Street will only depart
from custom when the people vigorously
assert themselves., All we have to do is to
refuge to provide for the Governor’s estab-
lishment on the Estimates, I wonld nof,
of course, insult the present occupant of
the position when I suggest that way out
of the difficulty. If we took 2 step like
this, the Tmperial authorities would mnot
force a Governor upon us. They would
“allow us to do what they have always
allowed the citizens of the Dominions to
do, unless there were some flagrant act of
digloyalty—have our own way, There is
no disloyalty in demanding that the Gov-
ernor of the State ghall be the most deserv-
ing citizen of the soil of his own country.
The amendment is moved beeause we want
to say that the importation of Governors is
not desirable. It is not aimed at the present
oceupant of the office or any former ocecu-
pant of it. We have to view the question
from the standpoint of expense. We have
"two retired chief justices, both drawing
large pensions, Both are in good health

William
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and in full possession of their mental facul-
ties. Either gentleman would be capable
of earrying out the duties of this position.
I hope the Governor at present holding the
position will not regard our remarks as
hostile te himself, but merely as an indica-
tion to the Government that when his
present term of office expires they should’
notify the Imperial authorities that we are
not making provision for any further Im-
perial appointments. We have the oppor-
tunity now and should avail themaselves
of it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no need to re-echo my opinions regarding
the appointment of State Governmors, I
have never been backward in expressing
myself on this point. There is, however, a
method of deing things, and this is not the
way to gain our ends, 'We might reduce this
vote by £12 and hon. members might go
away asatisfied that they have abolished
State Governors, but they will have sne-
ceeded in doing nothing. I suggest they
ghould keep in mind the fact that we nre
only one State of the Commonwealth,
and that unless we can get most  of
the other States to take the same
view we will net be  successful in
our  representations to the  Colonial
Office to alter the system., The Impetial
anthorities will only go on repeating the
statement they have already made that, un-
til the other States act jointly in this mat-
ter the present system of appointments will
continue. Sooner or later we will have to ve-
model our Constitntion =28 it affects the
appointment of Governors for Australia, and
that time is not far distant. In the mean-
time we are only wasting time, and instead
of saving £12 we are incurring an addi-
tional expense of £25 by discnssing and re-
discussing this matter, If the Federal Govern-
ment desire that a change should be made,
and I believe they do, in the system of
appointing State Governors, they will prob-
ably take action in that direction. We might
go on calling at the gate from now until
doomsday without serious notice being taken
of our representations. South Australia from
the point of view of population and in otlier
respects stands higher in the estimation of
the Imperial Government than Western Ans-
tralin, We are comparatively an ivsigni-
ficant State of the Commonwealth. Victoria
and New South Wales, carrying larpe popn-
lations, have never expressed the desire to do
away with State Governors.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Victoria has done so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a fur-
ther protest is desired, let it be done by way
of direct motion. A reducetion of this vote by
£12, if communicated by the Premier to the
Imperial Government, would not have much
effect. But the carrying of a direct motion
wonld be bound to receive attention at
Home. At the same time, if there is to be
a remodelling of the Auatralian Constitu-
tion, we would only get the reply that the
matter must stand over uatil the remodel-
ling had been completed. It would be im-
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governmeut  of

possible to earry on the
some of

Ausgtralia with one system in

the  States, and another system in
other States. * I do mnot know how
certain members would exist politically

were it not for thisz question. Let us do some~
‘thing that will be effective. The amendment
is not a proper method of dealing with the
question; in faet, it is a ridieulons method.
I am satisfled that a suhstantive motion omn
the subject would bave the support of prac-
tically every member of this Chamber. In
this very oounection we have previously
been obliged to retrace our steps, If I am
given the opportunity of recording a vote
in this House on the question of the aboli-
tion of State Governors, my vote will be
in favour of it. The carrying of the amend-
ment can have no effect except that of
making the public believe that we object
to the expenditure on Government House as
"being extravagant.

Mr, O'TOGHLEN: T sincerely hope that
the amendment will be carried. At least it
would be an intimation to the Premter,
when attending the next Premiers’ Confer-
ence, that this Chaniber requires an altera-
tion of the present system, It ig true that
there may he a more direct method of deal-
ing with the question “but the adoption of

that method in every instance would only

flood our Notice Paper with motions. The
institution under discussion has been at-
tncked for the last two decades Ly every
political party in Western Avstralia, and in-
deed throughout the Commonwealth. Every
political agpirant, and every man who has
made his way into Parliament, has made
the abolition of State Governors the sheet
anchor of his policy, firstly on the ground
that the policy of imperting Governors was
objectionable, and secondly on the ground
that the expense could mot be borne by the
community. It appears to be an accepted
prineiple of all the returned soldiers’ associa-
tions that the office shounld be abolished. Tf
the amendment does not represent the bLest
means of attaining the object in view, siill,
like many other of the Premier’s little Bills,
it can do no harm, Certainly it will make
no appreciable differen¢e in the Governor’s
ineome. I believe that the gentleman hold-

ing the office to-day i3 wasted there. I have

heard him make speeches on various ocea-
sions and T only wish that I could
speak like he speaks., When the Lib-
eral party were in power at Home,
the practice was, to pension off ‘‘has
beens’’ by giving them such offices
as Governorships. I think that principle
was applied in the case of the last Governor
we had. No member who was brought into
contact with our last Governof could assert
that that gentleman brought any meutality
to bear on the position. But the brilliant

intellect of the present occupant of the
office is wasted on such =2 position,
The office of Governor requires nothing

that could not be dome by any of the old
residents of ‘the State, and no doubt
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a numbher of them would he glad to
fill the position in an honorary capacity.
I feel perfectly -cortain that no partisan atti-
tude would be adopted by them, no matter
from which side of polities they were selected.
Possibly the present occupant of the office
was given the position at his own request,
but I think it is a loss to the Empire as a
whole that he occupies that position. -

Hon. . Collier: Do you argue that such.
positions should be reserved for imbecile Aus-
traliang?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No; that is not my
ling of argument. I think the present occu-
pant of the office is one of tha best of British
gentlemen, but I believe that the prevailing
opinion is that a change should be made, and
therefore I will take every opportunity to
bring about that change.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes SN . 16
Noes . - .. 18
A tie . .. 0
AYES,
Mr. Angwin ' Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr, Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr. Davies Mr. Troy
Mr. Green Mr ‘Walker
Mr. Holman Mr, Wikleocl
Mr. Jones Mr. Wilson
Mr, Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
(Teller.)
NoES .
Mr. Angelo Sir H. B. Letroy
Mr. Broun Mr. Maley
Mr. Draper Mr, Mitchell
Mr, Duff Mr. Nairn
Mr., George Mr. Pickering
Mr. Grifiths Mr, Becaddan
Mr, Harrison ‘Mr, Smith
- Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
{Tecller.)

The CHATRMAN: I give my casting vote
with the Noes.

Amendment thus negatived.

, Mr. HOLMAN: Apparently members be-
lieve that to reduce the vote by £12 on so
short a notice would put toc great a strain
upon the resources of the Governor’s estab-
lishment. Perbaps they will be ready fo
sttpport a smaller’ reduction. In view of the
necessity for economy we should lose no op-
pertunity for effecting reform, We have no
desire to attaek the ocecupant of the office,
but we must make our protest against the
bringing in of Govermors from outside the
State. I believe that given a second chance
members will realise the expediency of fall-
ing into line with the popular agitation for
the appointment of a loeal man as State
Governor. .Personally I am inclined to think
that the Governor devotes too little time to
hig official duties and rather too much to
gratifying the desires of a certain section
of the community. I do not think His Ex-
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cellency should allow his private affairs to
interfere with his official funections.
Mr, Smith: He must have a little Tecrea-
tion, - ‘
Mr, HOLMAN: T agree with that, but
just the same he should not run counter to
the wishes of a large section of the people.
Mr, Smith: He may be an eight hour day
man, -’ '
Mr. HOLMAN: Much less than eight
hours a day would suffice for the discharge
of the official duties of the Governcr. The
amount by which I suggest the vote should
be reduced could well be taken from the item
of £251 allowed to the Governor in lien of
staff, and the amendment should be carried
to show that we are sincere in our desire to
curtail the expenditnre in the Governor’s es-
tablishment and to if possible prevent any
other imported Governors from occupying the
position. I move an amendment—
That the vote be reduced by £5
Mr. GREEN: The member fer Murchison

has covered ground not touched by other -

speakers. I wish to refer to a report of a
grand ball and pageant at Government House
recently. The report, from thé pen of
“Adrienne, ’ appeared in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ on the 7th, October, and raads:—
Lady Ellison- Macartney and her co-
workers are to be most heartily congratu-
lated upon the conspicuous suecess ‘which
characterised the grand ball and pageant
of the League of Nations, held last even-
ing in the ballroom at Government House.
The scene, possessing all the beauty and
romance of stately ceremonial, will long
be remembered by the very large gathering
present. The episodes presented were in
every sense of the word an artistic trinmph
and there will always be happy memories
of Lady Ellison-Macartney’s aplendid ef-
fort to bring help to the Children’s Pro-
tection Society, and the Baden Powell Girl
Guides. The minutest details bad received
most thoughtful eonsideration, and nonote
wag missing in the whole chord of beauti-
fully picturesque ceremony, with its thril-
ling keynote of peace. The ballroom was
brilliantly lighted, the galleries filled to
overflowing with spectators, the sets of the
nations grouped on pither side of the great
room, the atmosphere alive with expectant
excitement, when the words anponneing
through the megaphone the  arrival
of f*The Kiog of England and his
suite’’  were sounded. Instantly the
herulds, in their old-time searlet cos-
tumes, with the Royal Coat of
Arms, stepped forward and blew a fan-
‘fare with their trumpets, the band played
the National Anthem, the curtaing were
pulled aside, and His Excellency the Gov-
arnor, as Harold the King, in robes of
scarlet brocade and ivory velvet, wearing
the cap of green with white feathers,
stepped inte the room, followed by ' his
Lorl Chief Justice (Mr. Ernest Chase),in
robes of searlet and ermine; his Chief
Verderer (Mr. Brinkley), his Chief Hunts-
man (Captain Callendar Brodie), leading
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his Majesty’s pet greyhound, and the
Court Jester in orange and emerald (Cap-
tain North). The Royal party were es-
corted to the dais by the" Master of Core-
mony (Mr. Arthur Hardwick), with grave
dignity of bea.nng, and wearing an old-
worlid courtier’s dress of lavender satin
and primrose,

Mr, Munsie: That is what we pay £1,812
a year for!
Mr. GREEN: The report continues—

A thrill of excitement passed over the huge

gathering as the announcement was made

of the arrival of the Queen of the Page-
ant with the Mistress of the Robes, her six

Maids of Honour, and four pages. Again

the heralds stepped forward to welcome

her Majesty’s approach with a fanfare of
gilver trumpets, and the band scunded
forth the joyful mews, as Lady Ellison-

Macartney, as the beautiful Queen of the

Pageant, looking regal, entered the ball-

room, praceded by three pages in white

walking backwards to the musie, and fol-
lowed by her six Maids of Honour, earry-
ing her train (three on either side), which
was held also by the Mistress of the Robes

(Miss BEllison-Macartney), whose train was

again held by another page in white. The

procession made its way, led by the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies, to the dais where her

Majesty made obeisance to the King, and

then took her place by his side.

The Premier: Let us take the rest ag
read. ’

Mr, GREEN: XNo; this iz good atuff. The
report continnes—

The Queen’s exquisite frock was of draped

ivory silk, adorned with rich ivory silk em-

broideries and deep fringes of ivory silk.

The order in eciel blue across the corsage

was held by a diamond buckle, and the

gorgeous train of gold brocade, showing
emhroidered on ita graceful length the

Royal symbols of the erown, and coat of

arms, in harmenious col_ours, was also or-

namented with the black swans, to bring

a. remembrance of a loyal portion of the

King’s dominions ‘under the Southern

Cross. Her Majesty wore a beautiful

crown of jewels on cerise velvet, and car-

ried a bouquet of golden flowers. The six

‘Maids of Honour looked charming in their

white satin and lace frocks, and white

tulle veils flowing from the white triple
feathers in their hair; as did the little
pages in their white Court -costumes,
braided with silk, The Mistress of the

. Robes looked very striking in a beautiful
frock of white tulle diamante over white
satin-de-soie, and long softly fowing
train.

The Minister for Works:
for by the State.

Mr. GREEN: This is one of the fune-
tions paid for out of the ‘State funds which
the Government want us to pass without dis-
ciussion to-might. I am reading this by way
of protest against the absurd trappings at
Government House which have caused a

That is not paid
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divigion among the people.
on to state— .

When the Xing and Queen of the
Pageant, with their attendants, were
seated on the dais, with the four pages,
with their gold sticks, standing in a line
at intervals before them the third inter-
esting episode was announced and the
trumpets heralded the ent.mnce of Brit-
annia—Britannia magnificent in her robes
of flowing white, her corselet of gold, her
shield, ,the Union Jack, the gold trident
bearing the lavrel wreath of vietory, and
her gleaming helmet, flashing to scarlet—
80 she pictured as it were for all to see
the  great symbolic Mother of the Em-
pire, glorious in her mission to the world
and was followed with dignity by those
devoted servants of hers who have ever
proved themgelves as true as steel and
faithful unto death:—Representatives of
the Navy, the Army, the Air Bervice, the
military nurses, the Red Crosa Society,
Trench Comforts, V.ADse, Boy Secouts,
and Girl Guides. After bowing before
the throne, and slowly passing round the
ball-room, Britannia and her suite ocen-
pied the gallery above the dais. Then
the heralds, after the announcement,
trinmphantly sounded the sweet approach
of. the Bpirit of Peace, with the Peace
Thoughts, and she entered the room, a
young fair girlish presence, with gold
hair, laure] erowned, and. lit by the light
of peace, the bright star of hope to the
coming age, wearing flowing robes of
white, her arms outsirefehed with dia-
phanous draperies . merging from the
white wings of peace,

Mr, Jones: That sounds like & b.lt of

the abode of love.

Mr. GREEN: The report proceeds—

A tiny peace thought—a curly headed
little child in resebud pink, carrying the
olive branch with twp white doves, pre-
ceded the Spirit of Peace, who was fol-
lowed by four little peace thoughts, little
girls in white wreathed with flowers, and
holding the strands of pink roses of hap-
pinegs which reached again from the
Spirit of Peace. They slowly came up
the great room to do homage to the King
and Queen, and then the Spirit of Peace
took her place o’ershadowing the Roysl
group. The episode that followed was
that of the symbolic figurea of the mnaes,
the arts, the crafts, the seciences, and
those influences in all departments of
national life that flourish and make noble
the periods when peace reigns om earth,
Their entry was announced apd heralded,
and they walked to the sound of appro-
priate musie, led by s charmingly artistic
gronp, the oldest of the arts—Architec-
ture, comprising a herald in an old-time
dress of vivid cerise and ivory satin, and
two stately figures in deep blue and
violet, with silver laurel over their silken
hoods, and carrying the emblems of their
art. They were f£ollowed by Sculpture,
Painting, Music, Song, Poetry, Tragedy,

The report goes
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Comedy, Dancing, Literature, History,
Astronomy, Law, and Medicine. The last-
named was & most picturesque figure, as
the Greek Bsculapius, Science was de-
lightfully represented by an old profes-
sor, with robes of scarlet and grey, hav-
ing a long grey beard, and carrying a
banner of paper, with his motto in a
chemieal which burnt but did not blaze;
and by a lady, shronded in black filmy
draperies, typifying the bidden mysteries,
+ with a bright light—the light of science
—burping in her hair. One and all of
these symbolic representations were car-
ried out with delicate and artistic effect,
each adding a picture of beauty to the
throng. The last striking episode sounded
again one of the great keynotes of 2 new
age of peace, ag after the usual ceremo-
nial announcements and fanfare of trum-
pets, Industry entered the room, a tall
young girl in scarlet and gold, leading
the two great foreces of life, capital and
labour, both bright young girls, abso-
lutely alike in searlet, with the gold
head-iiress bearing the inseription of
their representation. Following in their
train were interesting interpretations of
science, commerce, forestry, agriculture,
and fisheries,
We find industry represented in this
pageant, but not a single son of toil wasg
there. There are several golumns of this
humbug in the morning paper, which claims
to be the representative of thought in the
State. It is considered necessary, with this
flim-flam, this old world, out of date cere-
monial, to waste the time of the people in
reading it, to waste the time of the printer
in setting it up, and waste the time of the
reporter in writing it. It is time we did
away with all this nonsense, whi¢ch no one
believes in, but which apparently no one

-has the courage to decry. I trust that the

amendment will be supported by hon,
members. Sueh humbug as this finds no
place in any country in the world but Eug- .
land and Australia, It is time this Vote
was cut down, and that we were rid of this
sort of thing.

Mr., JONES: I, too, must-support the
amendmeat. Amongst the items appearing
in this Vote is one providing for a caretaker
for the Governor’s residence at Albany.
What does this man dof This residence
was once get apart for returned soldiers as
a place in whieh they might recuperate,
This office of Governor seems always to be
conflicting with returned soldiers. When
they wanted the use of the Government Houvse
ballroem they were refused, and yet it can
be uged for the kind of flummery mentioned
by the member for Kalgoorlie. In the case
of the Albany residence, the late Governor
hafl the returned soldiers turned out in order
that he might occupy the dwelling himself
for a week or two onge in a year, notwith-
standing the faet that the Government bad
expended nearly £1,600 in fixing it up. It
seems to me a sheer waste of money to pay
a caretaker more than £100 a year to look
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after a place which is 30 rarely used. 'There
are plenty of hotels in Albany which could
be utilised in cennection with the vigit of the
iovernor to that town, if the necessity arose
for so doing.

Mr. ANGELO: I regret the tone that the
debate has taken. The present occupant of
the position of Governor is one of the most
courteous gentlemen we have ever had in the
State, and takes a deep interest in its wel-
fare. I strongly object to the remarks of
the menmber for Kalgoorlie, especially as they
affect oune of the most courteous ladies we
have ever Lad the privilege of having in the
State. In order to do good in a charitable
way, and to assist in raising money for the
children of the working classes of the State,
she asgisted in thig burlesque, and it is wrong
that fun should be made of her action.

Mr. Jones: Was it not*held for the benefit
of the dressmakers in the Btate?

Mr, ANGELO: It was held for the benefit
of the Children’s Trotection Society. If the
member for Gevaldton had moved in a proper
direction to alter the present system of ap-
pointing Governors, I would have voted with
him,

Mr, ((REEN: I wmust eatiiely repudiate
the intention, aseribed to me by the
speaker, of ridienling a funetion held at
Government House for chavitable purposes.
I may point out, however, that had the very
large amount of money spent on dresses in
that eonnection been paid direct to eharity,
the purpose of the funetion would have been
mwmih more adequately served.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vaote put and passed.

Vote—Executive Council, £10—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency, £7,526:

Ttem, Becretary and Immigration Agent,
£400, .

Mr., PICKERING: To-day’s ¢‘‘West Aus.
tralian’’ announces the appointment, and
details the qualifieations, of Mr. E. Y.
Taylor as SBecretary and Immigration Agent

~in the London Agency. In view of the faet

that among the applications received there
were many from poblie servants, why was
not the appointment filled from the Publie
Servicef

The PREMIER: Mpr, Taxlor, a returned
soldier, was considered the most suitable ap-
plicant, and for that reason was appointed,
Hon. members know that the Public Service
Comnisgioner reecommends an appointment
after going through the applications. I be-
lieve that Mr. Taylor is a first-class man
and will prove a firat-class immigration agent,

Ttem, Special Child Emigration Officer,
E150. .
Mr. MUNSTE: This item; I believe, is

provided to meet the expenses of Mr. Fair-
bridge on his six montha’ trip Home in con-
nection with child immigration, I have never
scen the Fairbridge farm, though I have
heard a good deal about it.
happen to. be a member of the gelect eom-
mittee on. the State Children and Charities

last

At present I
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Department, and I am totally opposed to the
spending of any Government money on child.
immigration, as I  believe that the money
could he better spent on our own children,,
who after all are the best immigrants. What
is the objeect of Mr, Fairbridge's appoint-
ment, and how wiil the State benefit by this.
expeuditore of E1501%

The PREMIER: Hon. members know that:
Mr. Teirbridlge started his child immigration.
scheme years ago, that he has brought ont a.
great many children, and that a goed deal
of money has been subseribed by British
people for the purpose, True, when the war
broke out, the British subseriptions fell off.

Mr, Munsie: And Western Australia has.
had to keep the children,

The PREMIER: Mr. Fairbridge has gone-
Home to raise further funds, and with those:
funds he will establish lijmself here, and it
is hoped that he will bring a number of lads.
out. I do not think we c¢on have any better
form of immigration than ehild immigration
under proper control., As the result of M.
Fairbridge’s cfforts thousands of pounds.
have already been brought to this State, and
if he continues to secure subseriptions and
to introduce children as before, pretty good
work will be done. He is attached to the
London Agency for a period of six months.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Whenever I speal
on this subject some hon. members conelude:
that I have something against Mr, Fairbridge:
or the children he brings out here. My view
is, simply, that. while we are paying such
large amounts for the maintenance of child-
ren here, we cannot afford te pay for the
introduction of children from outside. At
present the mainténance of fatherless child-
ren in this State is costing £50,000 or
£60,000 per annum.

The Premier: We do not undertake to
maintain the children brought out. .

Hon. P. Collier: But the Government can-
not escape that responsibility once the ¢hild-
ren are here,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The children were:
brought here on the understanding that they
would Le maintained by certain persons in
England. They had not been here very long
when subscriptions fell off very materially,
and on the outhreak of war eontributions al--
most ceased, The maintenance of the children:
had to ba borne by the State.

The Premier: Not entirely.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: A great part of it.
Differential treatment has been shown tlo
this institution as against less favoured in-
stitutions, The children came out here
under 3 distinet agreement. The Govern.
ment had to -contribute £6 towards each
fare, but the maintenance of the children wag
to be borne by the society in England. I
have no objection to children’ coming here-
in their thousands, provided they are pro-
perly maintained until self-supporting. But-
while we have to pay £60,000 per annum for
the maintepance of -destitute children born
in the State we cannot afford to import des--
titute children unconditionally. If this in-
stitation i3 to be assisted Dy the Govern-
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rment, it should be placed on a footing with
other Government institutions.

Mr. MULLANY: I am not in any way
antagonistic to Mr. Fairbridge. But some
Yyears ago he arrived here from England in
charge of a number of children for whose
maintenance, he said, certain persons in
England would be responsible; and within
:a ghort time after arrival those “ehildren be-
came a charge upon the Charities Depart-
ment. Now we find on the Estimates a suin
of £150 to enable Mr, Fairbridge to bring
more destitute children into the State. Tf
~the people at Home fail in their vndertak-
ing to maintain thosge children, the Charities
‘Department must inevitably come to the
‘rescue, We require immigrants, but we can-
‘not afford to accept destitute children with-
out some reliable guarantee of their main-
‘tainante. I move am amendment— -

That the item be struck out,
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjowrned at 11.20 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair ai 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

OBITUARY—HON. H. J. SAUNDERS.
Letter in Reply.

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce
‘that I have received the following letter—

The President of the Legislative Council.
Dear Sir, I and my family wish to tender
our sincerest thanks to the members of the
Legislative Council for the resolution
passed expressing their deepest sympathy
to us in our recent bereavement. (Sgd.)

. Julia Sauriders. '
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell (for Hon.
J. Cornell}, leave of absence for six consecn-
tive sittings of the House granted to Hon.
J. E. Dodd (Soufth) on the ground of ill-
health,

BILL—SLAUGHTER OF CALVES
RESTRICTION.

Third Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hen C. I,
Baxter—Easgt) [4.34]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. J, MILLS (Central) [4.33]: In Com-
mittee .I did not desire to infringe upon the
Standing Orders, and bowed to the ruling
of the Chairman in the matter of a clause.
I wished to insert in the Bill. I realise that
the clause was unot within the scope of the
Bill, but would like t6 point out that the
Bill only provides for the preservation of
calves for gix months and that, during that
time, they would have to be artificially fed,
and would be in fair condition, The small
butcher in the metropolitan arca would,
therefore, probably give a better price for
them than people in the country would give,
unless some restrietions are placed upon the
sale of them, or their preservation by other
means. I trust that something of the kind
will be done. I should like to have an assur-
ance from the Honorary Minister that he will
bring down a Bill to regulate the breeding
of dairy cows within the defined areas, and
preserve these caives so that they may net be
used for any othber purpose than for dammg
Then those whao are operating in the country,
who wish to get well bred calves, will have
the assurance that these will have come from

. well bred dairy eows which have been under

the supervision of Government officials. They
will thus know that they are getiing a good
article for their purpose. I shiould like some
assurance from the Honorary Minister that
the Government will bring in a measure to
provide for what I have suggested.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[4.37]: I have pleasure in supporting the
remarks of Mr, Mills. Clause 4, which pro-
vides a penalty for the slaughter of any
temale calf of the age of six months, is the
main clanse of the Bill, and I presume the
objeet is that dairy stock should be bred
within the State. Jt appears to me that this
BRill does not emsure this being done, Mr,
Mills’ remarks will, therefore, bring the mat-
ter under the notice of the Government. I
suggest that thé object, desired in the Bill
conld be obtaimed in another way hy a far-
ther measurc. This is a question of great
importance to our dairying industry. Those
who wish to launeh out in dairy farms will
find it most difficult to get suitable stoek,
As time goes on this difficulty will be en-
hanced. If anyowe has to do with suech a



